
MARK: WHEN PHARISEES ATTACK 

Tuesday, August 11 

Reading: Mark 2 
 

Mark 2:17  On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  

I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 

With His popularity increasing, the religious leaders began to take notice of Jesus. It was 

“standing room only” as Jesus taught in this house. But these “teachers of the law” were sitting! 

They did not see the need of the paralyzed man nor did they care about the faith of his four 

friends. They were upset that Jesus forgave the man’s sins – something only God can do! Jesus 

confronted their bad attitude and displayed His authority by healing the man completely. 

 

Next Jesus calls a tax collector to follow Him. Tax collectors were seen as outcasts and traitors to 

Israel because they collected money from their own people to give to the hated Roman 

oppressors. Often these men collected more money than required and pocketed the rest! Levi’s 

first thought after leaving his tax booth was to hold a dinner where his friends could meet Jesus. 

But in the eyes of the Pharisees, eating with “tax collectors and sinners” made Jesus unclean. 

Jesus confronted them with a proverb that meant the Pharisees thought they were right with God 

and did not need a Savior. But these tax collectors and sinners were “sick” and they knew it! 

They were ready to receive and follow Jesus while the religious leaders were not! 

 

The Pharisees fasted twice a week and expected other “righteous” people to do the same. It 

annoyed them that Jesus and His disciples did not follow their “man-made” rule. Jesus compared 

His presence to a joyful wedding, not the joyless, solemn experience the Pharisees demanded. 

Jesus’ analogy about old patches and old and new wineskins told these self-righteous Pharisees 

that He had not come to “fix” the old ways. The law could only point out people’s sin. It could 

not save! Jesus had come to present a new way to God, not through the old sacrifices but through 

Himself. This new way could not be mixed with their old traditions. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “Why Does He Eat with Tax Collectors and Sinners?” These incidents exposed the rigid, 

uncaring attitude of the religious leaders. They did not care about either the spiritual or 

physical condition of people. They viewed most people as beneath them and would not 

associate with them. In contrast, Jesus went out of His way to reach out to these people. He 

did not care about the social, spiritual, or physical condition of people, but looked at their 

hearts and called them all to repentance. Are you open to reach out to anyone with Christ’s 

love no matter their social, political, cultural, racial, etc. status? 

 

2. “How Can the Guests of the Bridegroom Fast While He is with Them?” Would you be a 

‘sour puss’ at a wedding? Too often we view our Christian life as dull and joyless. Many 

Christians could be accused of looking like they have sucked on sour persimmons! But the 

word Jesus used most often to describe living for Him was JOY. While there are times for 

fasting and mourning, joy should be the abiding sign of our faith. How is your joy in the 

Lord? What can you do to increase it? (see John 15:11; 16:19-22) 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Philippians 2 


