
SAMUEL: LONG LIVE THE KING 

Wednesday, August 11 

Reading: 1 Samuel 10:14 – 11:15 
 

1 Samuel 10:24  Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no  

one like him among all the people.” Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!” 25  Samuel explained  

to the people the rights and duties of kingship. He wrote them down on a scroll and deposited it before  

the LORD. Then Samuel dismissed the people to go to their own homes. 26  Saul also went to his home  

in Gibeah, accompanied by valiant men whose hearts God had touched. 
 

After all Samuel’s predictions come true, Saul is still unsure of himself. He does not tell his 

family of his anointing and when Samuel gathers the people for a public declaration of his 

kingship, Saul is found hiding among the supplies. This is an ominous sign for the future. Instead 

of having faith in God’s call, Saul is led by his emotions, this time - fear. This habit of following 

his emotions will become the pattern of Saul’s life. 

 

With Saul now officially proclaimed king, many “valiant men” join him. But others have no 

confidence in this new “king” and refuse to support or even acknowledge him. He is from the 

smallest tribe in Israel. The tribe of Benjamin had been almost wiped out in the civil war a few 

generations earlier (Judges 20-21). How could this man from this insignificant family of the tiny 

tribe of Benjamin save them from the Philistines? Saul had asked that same question of Samuel 

(9:21). But when the time came, “the Spirit of God came powerfully upon him” to give him the 

ability to lead. 

 

Saul’s first test comes when the city of Jabesh on the east side of the Jordan River in Gilead is 

attacked by the Ammonites. Nahash, the arrogant leader of the Ammonites insists that the 

citizens allow him to gouge out their right eyes before he will make peace with them. He is so 

sure of his strength that he even allows them seven days to call for help. The message is sent to 

Saul’s hometown of Gibeah. Saul is still working on his farm but when he comes in from the 

fields he hears the plea for help from Jabesh. (These may have been relatives of Saul. Remember 

the Benjamites got some of their wives from Jabesh a few generations earlier – Judges 21).  

 

Saul musters an army and soundly defeats the Ammonites, rescuing the people of Jabesh. This 

solidifies Saul’s leadership in the eyes of the people and his refusal to take retribution on those 

who had opposed his kingship further lifts him in the eyes of Israel. Samuel gathers them 

together once more and they confirm Saul as the first king of Israel. 

 

Saul let his emotions rule his life. What are the dangers of living by emotions instead of by faith?  

What “resources” has God given us to “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7)? 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Proverbs 7-9; Galatians 1 


