
REVELATION: WINEPRESS OF GOD’S WRATH 

Saturday, August 10 

Reading: Revelation 14:14-20 
 

Revelation 14:15  “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of  

the earth is ripe.” 16  So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth 

was harvested. 
 

This vision is a symbolic picture of the triumph of Christ over His enemies. It is symbolic in that 

Christ will not wield a sickle to destroy Antichrist and his army. He will use the sword of His 

mouth (19:15, 21). Just as He spoke creation into existence, so Christ will defeat His enemies by 

His word. The imagery of God’s harvest is taken from the Old Testament prophets (Joel 3:12-14) 

and is repeated in Revelation 19:15. The image has carried over to our day in the character of the 

“Grim Reaper.” This symbol of death carries a sickle to “harvest” the souls of the dead. Here, the 

picture is of God’s final judgment of Antichrist’s forces at the battle of Armageddon. 

 

The Son of Man is a reference to Jesus Christ. It was the favorite way Jesus referred to Himself 

during His earthly ministry and has its roots in the prophecy of Daniel 7. He is pictured in the 

clouds (see Matthew 24:30; Mark 13:26; Revelation 1:7) waiting for the right time to judge. The 

world is “ripe” for judgment. The word used here means “rotten” giving a good picture of the 

spiritual condition of sinful humanity. The total picture in this passage is of the enemies of God 

being gathered for judgment and being crushed in the “winepress” of God’s wrath. The 

devastation of Armageddon is seen in the carnage which stretches for 180 miles and the blood 

being splattered up to the horses bridles. It is a terrible picture of the fate of those who trust and 

follow Satan and his allies against the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON: “The Great Winepress of God’s Wrath.” ‘How could a loving God send anyone to 

Hell?’ We hear this excuse often from unbelievers. The concepts of Hell and judgment are 

difficult for many believers to accept as well. We simply do not like to think of God in this way 

nor do we like to think of the torment that awaits those who reject the gift of salvation found 

only in Jesus Christ. But to deny these truths is to deny the holiness and justice of God.   

 

Sin is an offense to God and He decreed that the “wages of sin is death.” For those who will not 

accept Christ’s death on their behalf, there are no other options. For God to be God, there must 

be a Hell. For God to be God, sin must be punished. We have seen in the book of Revelation the 

many ways God has reached out and called sinful people to repentance. He is doing the same 

thing today. As a God of justice, He cannot allow an unrepentant sinner into heaven for this 

would be unjust. It would also make “paradise” no different than what we already have here on 

earth. In His holiness, God must judge sin. In His love, He provided the means for mankind to 

escape this judgment by Jesus taking our judgment on the cross. It is up to us to decide to receive 

Him or reject Him. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has 

come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who 

does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever 

lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in 

the sight of God” (John 3:16-21) 

 


