
MARK: JESUS THE SERVANT 

Monday, August 10 

Reading: Mark 1 
 

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 
 

The gospel of Mark presents Jesus as the Servant of the Lord. A key verse in Mark’s gospel is 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a 

ransom for many” (10:45). In Mark’s gospel, Jesus is a man of action. One of Mark’s favorite 

words is ‘immediately’ (used over 30 times). Mark’s infrequent quotations of the Old Testament, 

his explanations of Jewish customs and geography, and his use of some Latin words tells us he is 

writing to a Gentile Roman audience who would not know about Jewish laws and traditions. 

 

AUTHOR: John Mark came from a well-to-do Jewish family. His cousin Barnabas owned land 

which he sold to support the fledgling church (Acts 4:36-37) and his mother’s home was big 

enough for the church to meet together (Acts 12:12). He accompanied Saul (Paul) and Barnabas 

on their first missionary journey but deserted them part way through (Acts 12-13). This action 

caused the argument that broke up the missionary team (Acts 15). Paul took Silas with him on 

the second missionary journey while Barnabas took Mark under his wing. This mentoring made 

Mark into a strong worker for Christ. Even Paul later admitted that Mark was “helpful to me in 

my ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11). Mark would become the traveling companion of the Apostle 

Peter who would tenderly refer to him as “my son” (1 Peter 5:13). The church father Papias (c. 

AD 110) said that Mark “having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately 

whatever he remembered of the things said and done by the Lord.” Though still debated, Mark 

probably published his gospel after Peter’s death (around AD 64 or 65). Legend says Mark was 

dragged through the streets of Alexandria, Egypt until he died, a martyr for his faith. 

 

OUTLINE OF MARK 

(1)  Introduction to the Servant  Mark 1      

(2)  The Servant Under Pressure  Mark 2-4 

(3)  The Servant’s Ministry   Mark 5-10 

(4)  The Servant in the Crossfire  Mark 11-12      

   (5)  The Servant & the Future  Mark 13 

   (6)  The Servant Rejected   Mark 14-15 

   (7)  The Servant Resurrected  Mark 16 

 

Mark’s gospel focuses on the miracles and compassion of Jesus. While never downplaying His 

deity, Mark presents the humble servant attitude of the Savior. He showed the love of God in 

practical ways, ultimately by dying on the cross for our salvation. Years later, the Apostle Peter 

would say, “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His 

steps” (1 Peter 2:21). We have been called to be servants. Christ left us the ultimate example. Do 

you have a servant’s heart? Does the love and compassion of Christ flow from your life? 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Philippians 1 


