
SAMUEL: ANOINTING OF SAUL 

Tuesday, August 10 

Reading: 1 Samuel 9:1 – 10:13 
 

1 Samuel 10:1  Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him,  
saying, “Has not the LORD anointed you ruler over his inheritance? …6  The Spirit of the LORD will  
come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and   you will be changed into a different 
person. 7  Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you. 

 

The man God chooses is Saul from the tribe of Benjamin. He is “a handsome young man” 

without equal among the Israelites (9:2). Exactly the kind of king the people were looking for! 

Samuel meets him on Saul’s quest to find some lost donkeys. The prophet tells Saul that all 

Israel’s desires have turned to Saul and his family - a statement that shocks Saul. I believe it is 

telling that Samuel mentions the hopes and desires of Israel are for Saul, but does not mention 

that his kingship is the desire of God. God is giving the people what they want and they will 

suffer the consequences of their decision. 

 

The whole experience must have been intimidating for Saul. This prophet knows about his lost 

donkeys. He is seated as the guest of honor at a feast. The next morning Samuel tells Saul that he 

has a message from God for him. Then the prophet Samuel pours oil on his head and tells him 

that God has anointed him king over Israel. 

  

Samuel mentions several confirmations Saul will experience to prove that God had chosen him. 

Samuel instructs Saul to “do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you.” At this 

moment “God changed Saul’s heart.” We must not read New Testament ideas into this phrase. 

The Holy Spirit worked differently in Old Testament times. There was no permanent indwelling 

of the Spirit as believers’ experience today. This statement means that the Spirit would now help 

Saul have a different attitude and outlook. This young farmer would now think and act like a 

king who was responsible to listen for and obey God’s commands. 

 

The Holy Spirit worked in Saul’s heart to prepare him for the task ahead. However, because of 

disobedience, the Spirit would leave Saul later in his life and the end would be tragic. Today, the 

Lord has promised that the Holy Spirit will never leave those who are truly “born again.” If we 

are living for ourselves instead of living lives controlled by the Spirit, we should take a spiritual 

inventory to see if we are truly saved or just fooling ourselves! 

 

Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to work in your life to grow you into the image of Christ?  

What might be standing in the way of His work in your heart?  

  

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Proverbs 4-6; 2 Corinthians 13 


