
THE SAVIOR IS WAITING 

Sunday, April 3 
 

 

[1] The Savior is waiting to enter your heart    [2] If you’’ take one step toward the Savior, my friend 

Why don't you let Him come in     You’ll find His arms open wide 

There's nothing in this world to keep you apart   Receive Him and all of your darkness will end 

What is your answer to Him     Within your heart He’ll abide 

 

CHORUS: 

Time after time He has waited before 

And now He is waiting again 

To see if you're willing to open the door 

Oh how He wants to come in   

    

Ralph Carmichael (1927-2021) had always been captivated by music. He often wondered why church music did 

not have “those gorgeous rhythms, sweeping strings, the brass, stirring chords” like other music. 
1
 He went to 

college to become a preacher like his father, grandfather, three uncles and five cousins. But music was still the 

biggest part of his life. He formed several bands and ensembles in school that blended jazz and classical music 

techniques with gospel songs and hymns. His experiments were not also well received. His bands were not 

welcome in many churches and his Christian college would not even allow him to store his baritone saxophone 

on campus because of its ‘worldly affiliations.’ 
 

After college, Carmichael and his band still received mixed reactions from the Christian community. But the 

secular media began to take notice. A local television station gave Carmichael and his 17-piece stage band a 

show called The Campus Christian Hour. It became very popular and won an Emmy in 1951. Also in 1951, he 

composed the score for a film by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. He would go on to score 20 films 

for Billy Graham. He soon became involved with the fledging Christian music industry and also led the music 

ministry at Temple Baptist Church in Los Angeles. In 1958, he released the album Rhapsody in Sacred Music 

which arranged 12 hymns “to sound exactly like the popular ‘dinner music’ of the era.” 
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The world also recognized Carmichael’s talents. His 1958 album drew the attention of Nat King Cole’s 

producers who invited him to write music for Cole’s upcoming Christmas album. He would write music for 

other big names as well including Bing Crosby, Elvis Presley, and many others. He was music director on such 

TV shows as I Love Lucy and Bonanza and also scored several films (Finian’s Rainbow w/Fred Astaire and The 

Blob w/Steve McQueen). He would later regret that his overly busy schedule cost him his marriage. 
 

Carmichael’s first love was always Christian music. In 1966 he founded Light Records to showcase up-and-

coming Christian singers. Artists that recorded with Light Records include Andraé Crouch, the Winans, and 

Carmen.
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 His song ‘He’s Everything to Me’ was used in many Billy Graham crusades and still appears in many 

hymnals. Ralph Carmichael is sometimes called the ‘father of contemporary Christian music.” He once said in 

an interview, “What I have been doing most of my adult life is waging stubborn battle for the freedom and 

liberty to experiment with different kinds of music for the glory of God.”
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‘The Savior is Waiting’ was one of the early songs in Carmichael’s career. It was written when his pastor asked 

him for a new hymn to sing during evangelistic services. Its imagery is based off Revelation 3:20 – “Behold, I 

stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 

him, and he with Me” (NKJV). 
 

“The Savior is Waiting” by the Ralph Carmichael Choir and Orchestra - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZk48ILYVIE 
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