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Matthew 25:34  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father; 

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35  For I was hungry  

and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger  

and you invited Me in, 36  I needed clothes and you clothed Me, I was sick and you looked after Me, I  

was in prison and you came to visit Me.’ 
 

In 1969, Charles Colson was appointed as special counsel to President Richard Nixon. Before 

joining the presidential team, Colson had served in the US Marine Corps (1953-1955) and as the 

assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (1955-1956). He also worked for Republican 

senator Leverett Saltonstall (1956-1960). In 1960 he founded a law firm that quickly made its 

presence felt in Boston and Washington, D.C. After working on his successful presidential 

campaign, Nixon made Colson a part his team. 

 

Colson had a reputation for being ruthless. He himself said he “was valuable to the President… 

because I was willing…to be ruthless in getting things done.” 
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 He was nicknamed Nixon’s 

“hatchet man” and admits to many political dirty tricks. 

 

On March 1, 1974, Chuck Colson was indicted for conspiring to cover up the Watergate 

burglaries and would be the first of President Nixon’s aides to be convicted. Facing arrest a 

friend gave Colson a copy of C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity. After reading it, Colson gave 

his heart to the Lord. He joined a prayer group that included many senators and congressmen 

from both sides of the political aisle. Many newspapers and magazines ridiculed his conversion 

as a ploy to reduce his sentence, but his new faith had a great impact on Colson’s life. While he 

did not believe he was guilty of all the charges against him, he knew he was guilty of some. His 

desire to be truthful ended in pleading guilty to obstruction of justice for which he knew he was 

guilty. He was sentenced to 1 to 3 years in prison and was disbarred. 

 

Colson spent seven months in the Maxwell Correctional Facility in Alabama. He was released 

early due to pressing family problems. At the time he and Gordon Liddy were the only two 

Watergate defendants still in prison. His time in prison gave him a new focus for his life. In his 

autobiography Born Again he states, “I found myself increasingly drawn to the idea that God had 

put me in prison for a purpose and that I should do something for those I had left behind.” 
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In 1976, Colson founded Prison Fellowship that provides support for inmates in the form of in-

prison Bible studies, mentoring programs, and support for the wives and children of prisoners. 

Their Angel Tree program not only helps the children of prisoners with gifts at Christmas but 

also provides camps and sports clinics for them. Prison Fellowship also seeks for prison and 

justice reform – all with a focus on Christ.  
 

“Our ministry is founded on the conviction that all people are created in God's image and that no life is beyond 

God's reach. As Christians, we believe that Jesus — Himself brought to trial, executed, buried, and brought to 

life again — offers hope, healing, and a new purpose for each life. He can make even the most broken people 

and situations whole again.” 
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