
EXODUS: DIVINE LEADING 

Monday, April 29 

Reading: Exodus 13:11-22 
 

Exodus 13:21  By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and  
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 

 

The redemption of the first born was discussed in previous devotions. God gives some further 

detail on how this was to be done as another way to help His people remember their great 

deliverance by the Lord (13:11-16). 

 

As they leave Egypt we see God leading and protecting them. He does not lead them along the 

shortest route as they are not ready to fight an experienced army like the Philistines. Their faith 

in God is still weak so God leads them on the long path through the desert to build up their trust 

and teach them what they need to know about following His ways. The words “ready for battle” 

(13:18) literally mean ‘armed; orderly arrayed.’ The Israelites did not leave Egypt as a 

disorganized mob. There was order and organization as they travelled and camped. 

 

The sure sign of God’s presence with them was the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 

night that constantly stayed in front of them. It was the visible sign that God was leading and 

watching over His people. 

 

LESSON ONE: “God Did Not Lead Them on the Road through the Philistine Country.” Though 

this would have been the quickest and shortest route to Canaan, it was also filled with dangers 

and distractions. God had many lessons to teach His people before they arrived in the Promised 

Land and so He took them by the harder desert route. The easiest, fastest way is not always the 

best way. Often God leads us the long way around in order to grow our faith and teach us how to 

trust. How do you respond when God appears to be leading you in the opposite direction? Do 

you question God and do your own thing? Or do you trust Him and look for the lessons He wants 

to teach you along the way?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Moses Took the Bones of Joseph.” Centuries early Joseph had made the 

Israelites promise that when they left Egypt for the Promised Land they would take his bones 

with them (Genesis 50:24). Moses remembered that promise and brought Joseph’s bones with 

them in the exodus. Almost 50 years later, after wandering in the wilderness and then finally 

conquering the land of Canaan, we read that “Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up 

from Egypt, were buried at Shechem…” (Joshua 24:32). The promise made over 400 years 

earlier was fulfilled. How are you at keeping your promises? Can people depend on you to do 

what you say you will do? 

 

LESSON THREE: “Pillar of Cloud…Pillar of Fire.” Wouldn’t it be great to have a visible sign 

of God’s presence with you? It didn’t seem to help the Israelites much! They still doubted, 

complained, and disobeyed. But we have a more sure sign of God’s presence with us today. 

Christians have the indwelling Holy Spirit teaching, convicting, and guiding us. Are you 

following the Holy Spirit’s lead? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Kings 21-25; John 18 


