
EXODUS: GOD’S POSSESSIONS 

Sunday, April 28 

Reading: Exodus 13:1-10 
 

Exodus 13:1 The LORD said to Moses, 2  “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of  

every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.”     9  This observance will  

be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the LORD is to be  

on your lips. For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. 
 

The first two verses of chapter 13 seem like a small detour in the middle of the description of 

Passover rituals. But it is one of the most meaningful verses in this section. Why was the 

Passover so important? It was because God had spared the firstborn of Israel (both human and 

animal) from death! Because of this they belonged to Him. (see also Numbers 3:13). Later God 

will give instructions for how the first born of people and unclean animals will be redeemed 

(Numbers 18), but for now it is enough for these newly freed slaves to know that these belong to 

God. It is a forever reminder of God’s salvation. 

 

With this in mind, God once again repeats the instructions for celebrating the Passover. Just 

because they have left Egypt does not mean their relationship and obedience to God is over. The 

purpose of removing all yeast/leaven from their homes was to remind them of the need for 

holiness. Just as yeast was to be nowhere in sight during Passover, so sin should not be a part of 

their lives.  

 

LESSON ONE: “The Firstborn Offspring…Belongs to Me.” The firstborn were the ones in 

intimate danger during the tenth plague. It was for them that the blood of the lamb was placed on 

the doors of their homes. Thus they were “bought at a price” and so belonged to God. In the New 

Testament, we are told that all believers are “bought at a price” (1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23). We belong to 

God and are thus responsible to live holy lives. Notice that God claimed ownership of the 

firstborn of the animals as well. This reminds us that our possessions belong to God and He has 

graciously given them to us to use for His glory. What was the price Christ paid for your 

salvation? Do you see yourself as a servant of Christ or do you live for yourself and expect God 

to serve your wants and demands?  

 

LESSON TWO: “This Law of the Lord is To Be On Your Lips.” When Moses said that the Law 

was to be on their hands and foreheads many of the Jewish rabbis took it very literally. They 

instructed the people to wear little boxes with portions of Scripture on their wrists and foreheads 

(called phylacteries). Jesus criticized the Pharisees for this merely external display (Matthew 

23:5). The command was clearly meant figuratively as not even the Pharisees required people to 

“wear” the Law on their lips. God is saying that every part of our lives must be informed and 

conformed to the Word of God. It must control our actions and deeds (hands). It must control our 

thoughts and motivations (forehead). And it must control our words and conversation (lips). Is 

your Christianity merely an external display or is it the heart of your life? Do your heart, mind, 

deeds, and words conform to God’s Word? 
 

 

 


