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CRASH COURSE ON THE SPIRIT 
Thursday, April 27 

Reading: John 16 
 

John 16:7  But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away,  
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

 
There is a lot of confusion over the ministry of the Holy Spirit in churches today.  Some 

overemphasize His role and make Him the center of attention.  Other churches seem to almost 

avoid the topic of the Holy Spirit altogether.  Both extremes are wrong!  Both extremes are 

dangerous!  The Third Person of the Trinity has a vital role in the growth of the church and of 

individual believers.  We cannot ignore Him but we must understand how He works!  

 

In John 14-16, Jesus gives us an outline of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  It would be 

good to study what He has to say.  

 

1. The Holy Spirit indwells believers (14:16-18).  When we say that Jesus is in our heart, 

what we mean is that the Holy Spirit lives in us. (see Romans 5:5; 8:9; 1 Corinthians 

3:16)  

 

2. The Holy Spirit teaches believers (14:26).  He directs our steps and guides us into the 

truth of Scripture when we allow Him to control our lives. (see Romans 8; Galatians 5; 1 

John 2:27)  

 

3. The Holy Spirit gives us power to witness (15:26 - 16:4).  It is only through the power of 

the Spirit working in our lives that we can effectively share our faith and endure the 

persecution that comes from living for Christ (see Acts 1:8).  

 

4. The Holy Spirit convicts the world that they are guilty (16:5-11).  No one could come to 

Christ without the work of the Spirit in their hearts.  No one goes to Hell because they are 

a sinner (We are all sinners!).  People go to Hell because they do not believe in Jesus. 

The Spirit shows people their sin and their need for salvation.  

 

The Spirit also shows the world that salvation is possible.  Because of Jesus’ death, 

resurrection, and return to the Father, Christ’s righteousness is now available for all who 

will accept it.  

 

The Spirit also shows the world that salvation is guaranteed because the battle has already 

been won! Satan was judged at the cross and all those who reject Christ will be judged 

with Him.  

 

5. The Holy Spirit points people to Christ (16:12-15).  Those who are constantly pointing 

people to the Holy Spirit and making Him the center of attention are missing the point. 

The Spirit always points people to Christ; He always works to bring Christ glory.  

 

Sometimes we wish we had lived back when Jesus was on earth. But Jesus said it was good that 

He went away.  In His human body He was limited to one place at one time. But by sending the 

Holy Spirit, He could be with every believer all of the time. Are you allowing the Spirit’s power 

to flow through your life?  


