
DEVOTIONS FOR JOHN 13-17 
 
 
 

THE NEW OLD COMMAND 

Wednesday, April 26 

Reading: John 15 
 

John 15:12  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13  Greater love has no one  
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what I command.  
15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I  
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  
16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit— 
fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17  This is my 
command: Love each other. 

 

David Doubilet is a photojournalist whose pictures of a silent underwater world can turn even an 

ugly, bug-eyed sea creature into a lovely, luminescent work of art.  Although he has received 

many honors for his work, he has also been criticized by environmentalists for not doing more 

“hard-edge” journalism.  They want him to take pictures of dead fish, dirty beaches, and polluted 

oceans. 

 

But Doubilet believes there’s a better way to get people to care about the environment.  Instead 

of showing the destruction that humans are causing, he shows the beauty God has created. 
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This is the second time Jesus had commanded His disciples to love each other on this last night 

before His death.  Instead of the hatred and brutality that would occur the next day, Jesus wanted 

His followers to be known for their love (see John 13:34-25).   

 
John 13:34  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

Jesus uses the Greek word agapē - God’s kind of love.  A love that lays down one’s life for 

others as Jesus was about to do.  A love shown by obedience to Christ and striving to “bear fruit” 

to glorify the Father. 

 

Jesus takes the old command “Love your neighbor as yourself” and elevates it to a higher 

standard.  Believers are not to love others merely as they love themselves, but are to love “as 

Jesus loves.”  That is a much higher standard!  The world should be able to identify that we 

belong to Christ by our love.   

 

Too often we try to improve the spiritual condition of the world by pointing out all the evil that is 

in it.  But as one author put it: “We are more effective witnesses when we become portraits of the 

beauty God is creating in us than when we merely paint a bleak picture of human degradation.” 
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While Jesus never glossed over sin, He did approach the sinner with love. 

 

How’s your love meter?  Can unsaved people see the love of Christ in your life? 
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