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Reading: John 12 
 

John 12:3  Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’  

feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.   

4  But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected,  5  “Why wasn’t this 

perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages”…7  “Leave her alone,”  

Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8  You will 

always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 
 

Deeply immersed in meditation during a church service, Italian poet Dante Alighieri failed to 

kneel at the appropriate moment.  His enemies hurried to the bishop and demanded that Dante be 

punished for his sacrilege.  Dante defended himself by saying, "If those who accuse me had had 

their eyes and minds on God, as I had, they too would have failed to notice events around them, 

and they most certainly would not have noticed what I was doing." 

 

Each time we see Martha’s sister Mary she is at Jesus’ feet.  Whether it is listening to His words 

(Luke 10:39) or falling at His feet in grief (John 11:32), Mary was a woman of worship.  Shortly 

after Lazarus’ resurrection, a dinner is held in honor of Jesus.  Once again Martha is displaying 

her gift of service while Mary winds up at Jesus’ feet. 

 

Mary’s act of sacrifice stuns the guests at the dinner.  The perfume was made from an herb 

imported from India and a pint would cost up to a full year’s wages.  Mary poured it on Jesus’ 

feet.  She was not concerned about what others thought.  She only cared about worshipping 

Jesus. 

 

Though Judas Iscariot is the spokesman, the other disciples joined Judas in this protest (Matt. 26; 

Mk.14).  Mark states that they even attack Mary personally.  Jesus, however, comes to her 

defense.  Jesus saw Mary’s actions as a beautiful expression of love and devotion to Him.  It was 

an act preparing Him for His burial (the crucifixion is less than one week away!).  In the other 

gospel accounts Jesus proclaims that this great act of love would be remembered forever in 

memory of her. 
 

The situation with the religious leaders had gotten very volatile over the past months.  During 

this time Jesus had been trying to tell His disciples about His coming death and resurrection, but 

they just didn’t understand.  We do not know how much Mary understood about Jesus’ coming 

death, but she knew that when it occurred there would be nothing she could do.  While the 

disciples seem to ignore Jesus’ predictions concerning His death, Mary takes them to heart and 

worships Him while she can.   

 

Like Judas and the disciples (and Dante’s enemies), are we focused on other things when we 

should be focused on worship?  How extravagant are we in our worship of the Lord?  Do we 

give Him our best or our leftovers?  Do we worship with a heart of love or just follow along out 

of routine?  Is our worship and service hindered by what others might think? 
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