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WHEN WE JUST DON’T GET IT 
Thursday, April 20 

Reading: John 11 
 

John 11:11  After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep;  
but I am going there to wake him up.” 12  His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.”  
13  Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 14  So  
then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15  and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that  
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16  Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of  
the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

Three sons were discussing the gifts they had bought their mother.  The first had bought her a big 

house.  The second had bought her a Mercedes with a driver.  The third knew she loved the Bible 

so he said he'd bought her a parrot which had been specially trained to recite Bible verses.  All 

she had to do was suggest a reference and the parrot would start reciting. 

 

The first son got a letter saying that it was a very nice house, but it was too big and took all her 

time to clean.  The second son got a letter saying the car was much too big for her and besides, 

the driver was rude.  The third son got a letter saying, "You're the only one who understands me. 

Your two brothers give me stuff I don't really want.  But you're such a good son. Thank you.  

The chicken was delicious." 
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Misunderstanding is a part of life!  Jesus was often misunderstood during His earthly ministry.  

At this time, the disciples confused Jesus’ words about Lazarus sleeping.  This was a common 

way of speaking about death but the disciples’ took it literally and believed Lazarus must be 

getting better. 

 

Jesus had a plan for this event.  He could have healed Lazarus even from a distance, but He 

chose to wait until His friend had died so that He could give His disciples and the people another 

reason to believe in Him.  The disciples, however, viewed this trip as a death sentence (which in 

fact it would turn out to be!).  At Jesus’ last visit to Jerusalem the crowd had tried to stone Him 

for blasphemy.  But at last Thomas makes the declaration: “Let us also go, that we may die with 

Him.”  He doesn’t hold out much hope for success but he is not willing to give up.  He will 

follow Jesus to the end! 

 

How often are we like the disciples and misunderstand what God is trying to do in our lives?  We 

may view our troubles as hindrances when God wants to use them to grow our faith.  We may 

see the difficult people in our lives as annoyances when God has put them there so we can 

minister to them.  Though we may misunderstand and “eat the chicken” instead of enjoying its 

gifts, we should always have the attitude that Thomas displayed!  Even when we don’t 

understand what’s going on, we will not give up.  We will hold on to the Lord even tighter and 

never let go!  It is then that we will experience the glory of God in our lives (11:40). 
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