
DEVOTIONS FOR JOHN 8-12 
 
 
 

WHO’S YOUR FATHER? 

Monday, April 17 

Reading: John 8 
 

John 8:39  “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus,  

“then you would do what Abraham did. 40  As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who  

has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41  You are doing the 

works of your own father.” “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we  

have is God himself.” 42  Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have 

come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43  Why is my language not clear to 

you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44  You belong to your father, the devil, and you  

want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, 

for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father  

of lies. 

 

A number of billboards for paternity testing are causing a stir in Virginia.  They feature a soldier 

and a mailman with the wording “Who’s the daddy?  Paternity testing, Labs To Go.”  Some 

military families are offended by the implication that military wives cannot be trusted while their 

husbands are gone.  The president of Labs to Go stated that they did not mean to offend anyone 

and that “it was to spark humor, and it only may offend someone who may fit in that category.”  

In any case, the billboards have remained up. 
1
 

 

While the issue of physical paternity is important, it is much more important to know your 

spiritual paternity.  In John 8, Jesus continues His heated debate with the religious leaders.  They 

claim that Abraham is their father, but Jesus counters by accusing them of not doing what 

Abraham did!  Abraham believed God; by rejecting Him the religious leaders were not.   

 

“We are not illegitimate children” is a not so suitable slur concerning Jesus’ birth.  Apparently 

the “scandal” surrounding Mary and Joseph was known to these men.  The leaders follow this up 

with a claim that actually God is their Father.  Again Jesus counters by saying their rejection of 

Him proves that they really “belong to your father, the devil” and they are carrying out his 

desires by trying to kill Him. 

 

The debate ends when Jesus proclaims that “Before Abraham was, I am”, clearly proclaiming 

that He is eternal God.  The religious leaders understand this and try to stone Him before He 

slips out of their grasp. 

 

Jesus’ statements show us that we are either children of God or children of the devil.  And our 

actions should show who our real father is!  When someone looks at your life, would they be 

able to see your heavenly Father?  Do your thoughts, words, and actions resemble what God is 

like or do they lean more toward Satan and his worldly system? 
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