
HE LIVES 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
 

 

[1] I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today  [2] In all the world around me I see His love care 

I know that He is living whatever men may say  And though my heart grows weary I never will despair 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer  I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast 

And just the time I need Him He's always near  The day of His appearing will come at last 

 

[3] Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing CHORUS: He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King   He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way 

The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart 

None other is so loving, so good and kind   You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart 
    T 

   

Alfred Ackley (1887-1960) was trained in music by his father and later at the Royal Academy of Music in 

London. He then graduated from Westminster Theological Seminary in Maryland and was ordained as a 

minister in 1914. He pastored several churches in Pennsylvania before being called to pastor a church in 

California.  
 

While in California he worked for a few years with Billy Sunday in his evangelistic crusades. It was during one 

of these meetings in 1932 that Ackley witnessed to a young Jewish student about Christ. In response the young 

Jewish man asked, “Why should I worship a dead Jew?” 
 

This question stuck with Ackley. As he got up early to prepare for his Easter Sunday message he a famous 

liberal preacher from New York on the radio. This man said, “Good morning. It’s Easter! You know, folks, it 

really doesn’t make any difference to me if Christ be risen or not. As far as I am concerned, His body could be 

as dust in some Palestinian tomb. The main thing is, His truth goes marching on!” 
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Outraged by this lie, Ackley preached a powerful message on the reality of Christ’s resurrection. But he still 

could not shake the words of the Jewish student and the sermon he heard on the radio. As music had always 

helped him in the past, his wife suggested he write a song about it. The song “He Lives” was the result. 
 

Unlike many Easter songs, “He Lives” does not recount the events of that first Easter morning. It is a more 

personal response (notice his multiple use of “I”). Some have criticized this hymn for relying on personal 

feeling over the evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus we find in the New Testament. But while there are many 

songs to sing about the historical proof of the Resurrection (“Christ Arose” and “Christ the Lord is Risen 

Today” to name just a few), this song reminds us that the Resurrection must be more than knowing the facts and 

evidence. It must become personal – something we experience in our daily lives. 
 

“I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings…”(Philippians 3:10) 
 

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead  

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) 
 

This Resurrection power is available to us today because of the Holy Spirit who lives within all who have put 

their faith in Jesus. We can “see His hand of mercy.” We can “see His loving care” all around us. He is “the 

Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find.” “You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my 

heart.” So “rejoice…life up your voice and sing!” 
 

At the end of his long discussion on the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul tells us why it is 

important for the here and now! “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:57-58). 
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https://www.thedestinlog.com/story/lifestyle/faith/2016/08/04/story-behind-song-he-lives-answers-young-mans-question/27267708007/ 


