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1 Corinthians 15:19  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  

20  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Lee Strobel was an award winning investigative journalist for The Chicago Tribune and other 

papers for 14 years. He was also assistant managing editor of the Daily Herald. For the first part 

of his life Strobel describes himself as a skeptic when it came to the claims of Christ. He 

believed that the claims of the New Testament were nothing more than myth and superstition. 

Though he had never done an in-depth study of the facts himself he could point to many 

outstanding university scholars who could “prove” that Jesus was just an extraordinary human 

being - - - but nothing more. For this journalist, the case was closed. He remained a devote 

atheist. 

 

Strobel’s atheism was challenged in the fall of 1979 when his wife Leslie came home one day 

and announced she had become a Christian. He feared his fun-loving, carefree wife would 

suddenly become a religious fanatic. 
 

“Instead I was pleasantly surprised – even fascinated – by the fundamental changes in her character, her 

integrity, and her personal confidence. Eventually I wanted to get to the bottom of what was prompting these 

subtle but significant shifts in my wife’s attitudes, so I launched an all-out investigation into the facts 

surrounding the case for Christianity.” 
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Using his training at Yale Law School and his skills as an investigative journalist, Strobel dove 

into the case for Christ. He read books, interviewed scholars, and researched every aspect of the 

case. For almost 2 years he wrestled with the evidence. “And over time the evidence of the world 

– of history, of science, of philosophy, of psychology – began to point toward the unthinkable.” 
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On November 8, 1981, Lee Strobel surrendered to the evidence and gave his heart to Jesus.  
 

“My journalistic skepticism toward the supernatural had melted in light of the breathtaking historical evidence 

that the resurrection of Jesus was a real, historical event. In fact, my mind could not conjure up a single 

explanation that fit the evidence of history nearly as well as the conclusion that Jesus was who He claimed to be: 

the one and only Son of God. The atheism I had embraced for so long buckled under the weight of historical 

truth. It was a stunning and radical outcome, certainly not what I had anticipated when I embarked on this 

investigative process. But it was, in my opinion, a decision compelled by the facts.” 
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In his book The Case for Christ, Strobel outlines his investigation and the evidence that brought 

him to salvation. He relates how this decision changed his life. He describes his former life as “a 

profane, drunken, self-absorbed, and immoral lifestyle…I was a liar, a cheater, and a deceiver.” 

But a few months after giving his life to Christ, he had been so radically changed that his five-

year old daughter told her mother, “Mommy, I want God to do for me what he’s done for 

Daddy.” 
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What convinces you that promises of Jesus are true? How has Christ changed your life?  
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