
Easter Week 

SECRET DISCIPLES: CHANGED BY THE CROSS 

Friday, April 15 

Reading: John 19:17-42 
 

John 19:38  Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. 
39  He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40  Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, 
with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41  At the place where 
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 
42  Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

In John 12:32, Jesus said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 

Myself.” This verse has been misapplied through the centuries. Songs and sermons have stated 

that people will be drawn to Christ when we lift Him up in praise. John, however, is clear that 

Jesus said this to indicate the type of death He would die (see 12:33). To be “lifted up” was 

another way of saying He would be crucified (see also John 3:14). People will be drawn to Christ 

because of the cross! 

 

Today’s passage is a good example of this truth. Seeing Jesus’ die had already changed several 

people. In the other gospels we read about the thief at His side who was saved and the Roman 

centurion who proclaimed “Truly this was the Son of God.” Now we see two other men whose 

lives were transformed because of Jesus’ death. 

 

Joseph appears in all four gospels as the man who buried Jesus’ body. He is said to be a rich man 

(Matt. 27:57) and a respected member of the Jewish council (Mark 15:43). Luke informs us that 

he was a righteous man who had not consented to the death sentence the council had delivered 

(23:50-51). John tells us he was a secret disciple of Jesus, afraid of what might happen if he 

declared his faith openly. 

 

Nicodemus’ is mentioned only in John’s gospel. His meeting with Jesus at night (John 3) had 

started his journey of faith. He had tried to defend Jesus earlier but had been shut down by the 

other Jewish leaders (John 7:45-53). 

 

These two men, who had both been afraid to openly follow Jesus, now publicly declare their 

faith by burying His body. Everyone would view this act as a sign of loyalty to Jesus. Why were 

they no longer afraid to stand up? It could only have been the cross! These men knew their 

Scriptures. They must have realized that everything that happened was exactly as God had 

planned it. Now, though a little late, they come out of the shadows and made their faith known - 

something the other disciples (except John) did not do until after the resurrection. The actions of 

these ‘secret disciples’ not only displayed their faith but also set the stage for the greatest event 

in history. Because they buried Jesus’ body, we can now point to the empty tomb and proclaim, 

“He is risen!” 

 

It is the power of the cross that draws people to Christ. The love shown when Christ took our 

place and paid for our sins changes hearts. The question for us is: Will we be willing to stand up 

and share this message with the world? Or are we still secret disciples? 
 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Corinthians 15-16 


