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Lift high the Lord our banner   Lift up your heads 

Lift high the Lord Jesus King   To the coming King 

Lift high the Lord our banner   Bow before Him and adore Him 

Lift high your praise to Him sing   Sing 

 

For He is wonderful    To His majesty 

For He reigns on high    Let your praises be 

For He is marvelous    Pure and holy, giving glory 

The Lord draweth nigh    To the King of Kings   

 T 

   

Many years ago when I was living in Virginia, the church I attended performed an Easter musical entitled 

“Written in Red.” I loved being a part of the choir and this musical was especially impactful for me. The two 

songs listed above were used for Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” into Jerusalem. The music was so captivating that I 

still remember and hum it to this day. 
 

 (To hear this version from ‘Written in Red’ go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzkfveVAC_4) 
 

What does it mean to “lift high the Lord our banner”? In biblical times, a banner was used as a rallying point. 

During a battle, a banner would be raised to gather the army and give them direction. In Exodus 17, we read 

about the first battle Israel had to fight after they came out of Egypt. The Amalekites attacked them on their way 

to Mount Sinai and Joshua led the Israelite forces against them. Moses stood on the top of the hill with the staff 

of God in his hands. When his arms were raised the Israelites were winning but when Moses grew tired and 

dropped his arms they would begin losing. Aaron and Hur came alongside Moses and held up his arms. So 

Joshua and the Israelite army defeated the Amalekites. 
 

After the battle, God told Moses to “write this on a scroll as something to be remembered.” Moses did this and 

then built an altar and called it “The LORD is my Banner” (17:14-16). This referred to Moses’ raising the staff 

of God during the battle. But it was not Moses or even the staff that gave victory. They were a ‘banner’ pointing 

the people to the One who would give them the victory – God Himself. 
 

These two songs remind us that Jesus is our banner – our rallying point. It is to Him that we bow down and 

sing. It is to Him that we give glory and praise. He is to be the center of our lives. That is what worship is all 

about! 
 

Today we celebrate Palm Sunday – the remembrance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem riding on a donkey. The 

crowds waved palm branches and hailed Jesus as King. They sang “Hosanna” (which means ‘save now’) and 

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD.” This praise was taken from Psalm 118:25-26). But while 

the crowds rejoiced and the Pharisees fumed, Jesus was weeping (Luke 19:41-44). He knew that in a few short 

days He would be rejected by the religious leaders and crucified. He also saw the destruction of Jerusalem that 

would occur in AD 70 because of its rejection of their Messiah.  
 

The crowds on that first Palm Sunday did not realize Who Jesus was. They did not understand that He had come 

not as a conquering King but as a suffering Savior. He had come not to destroy the power of Rome but to 

destroy the power of sin. And because of His death and resurrection, we can lift up the Lord as our banner of 

hope and salvation. Isaiah prophesied about the coming day when Messiah will return and “the earth will be 

filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day, the Root of Jesse [another name 

for Messiah] will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to Him, and His resting place will be 

glorious” (Isaiah 11:9-10; see also Isaiah 62:10-12).  So lift your praise and bow your knees to Jesus now. He is 

your banner! 


