
RESPOND AND REPENT 

Friday, April 9 

Reading: Luke 11:27-36 
 

Luke 11:33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 34  Your eye is the lamp of your body. 
When your eyes are healthy, your whole body also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body 
also is full of darkness. 

 

The Blessing-Bearers (11:27-28) – As Jesus is teaching a woman shouts out a blessing on His 

mother. At the announcement of Jesus’ birth Mary is stated as specially blessed (Luke 1:28-30; 

41-48). Jesus does not deny that Mary is blessed but His response reminds us that Jesus’ family 

is more than physical. His family consists of all those who respond and obey the Word of God. 

They are also specially blessed by God.   

 

The Sign-Seekers (11:29-32) – Jesus now responds to the demand for a sign. This demand shows 

that they were not listening to God’s Word taught by Jesus. The only sign Jesus would give them 

was the sign of Jonah. He preached repentance to the sinful Ninevites and they listened and 

repented. Jonah was a picture of the resurrection.   
 

“An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 

prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man 

be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:39-40) 
 

Jonah’s experience with the fish was a sign to the Ninevites of God’s judgment and forgiveness. 

The resurrection would be Jesus’ final confirmation as Messiah and that God had accepted His 

sacrifice and would forgive the sins of those who believed. These “sign-seekers,” however, 

would not believe. Jesus adds a second illustration of the queen of Sheba. She came “from the 

ends of the earth” to hear the wisdom God had given Solomon. Yet these people would not listen 

to Jesus who was far greater than Solomon. Because of their repentance and faith, these heathen 

(the queen of Sheba and the Ninevites) would get into the kingdom before these unbelieving 

Jews. 

 

The Light-Shiners (11:33-36) – While similar to Jesus’ teaching in Luke 8:16, Jesus this time 

uses the light of a lamp to describe His message. Jesus’ message had not been hidden but the 

Jews had refused to see it. A healthy eye takes in light and uses it to see and illuminate the mind. 

A diseased mind however does not receive light and brings only darkness. So our spiritual “eye” 

can either receive Christ’s light or reject it. The eyes of the religious leaders were full of 

darkness because they would not believe the evidence they had seen. However, those who saw 

and believed in Jesus would be “full of light.” The light of Jesus’ words was like a bright shining 

lamp for those who believed.  For those who rejected, even what could have been light is only 

darkness. 

 

Do you have a healthy “eye” to receive and believe in Christ? Are you blessed because you 

receive and obey God’s Word? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Kings 5-8; John 7 


