
ESTHER: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

Thursday, April 9 

Reading: Esther 4 
 

Esther 4:12  When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13  he sent back this answer: "Do not  

think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14  For if you  

remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and  

your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time  

as this?" 15  Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16  "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in  

Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you  

do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish." 
 

Esther found herself between a rock and a hard place. Haman’s wicked decree had condemned 

the Jews (and Mordecai and Esther) to death. Yet, to come into the king’s presence uncalled also 

would bring death. Mordecai points out that perhaps “you have come to royal position for such a 

time as this.” With no choices left, Esther bravely determines to approach the king in an attempt 

to save the Jews. “If I perish, I perish.” 

 

Haman’s decree was issued the same month in which the Jews celebrated Passover, the feast 

remembering God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt. Mordecai’s statement about deliverance 

arising from “another place” may be a reminder that God had delivered His people before and He 

can do it again! God would not abandon His people. But Mordecai also reminds Esther that she 

has gained her position of privilege in order to carry out God’s master plan. If she does not play 

her part, the nation will still be saved, but she will personally suffer the consequences. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. God had placed Esther at the right time and in the right place. She was in a position to save 

her people if she would act. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God's workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” This verse tells 

us that we are not saved BY good works (see Eph. 2:8-9) but we were saved to DO good 

works. It also tells us that God has prepared these works in advance. He has placed us in 

positions and communities to serve Him. When we fail to do so, though God’s work 

continues, we lose the joy and reward of serving the Lord. We have but one life to give for 

Christ. Are we using it to reach those around us with the light of the gospel? 

 

2. Sometimes answering God’s call can be hard or even dangerous. Esther would risk her life 

by appearing before the king unbidden. She asked that all the Jews fast for three days before 

she undertakes this dangerous assignment. Though prayer is not mentioned it is a usual 

partner of fasting and should be seen as implied here. Its omission is probably another 

deliberate action of the author just as the absence of the name of God from the book. As we 

answer God’s call on our lives, it will not always be easy. Like Esther, we may have to face 

hardships and opposition. As we do God’s work we need to pray for each other and 

encourage each other to “stay the course.” Who in your life do you know prays for you? How 

do other believers encourage you to live and serve the Lord? Are you praying and 

encouraging others yourself? 
 

 

READ THE NT: John 19 


