
ESTHER: GOD’S BEHIND-THE-SCENES SOVEREIGNTY  

Monday, April 6 

Reading: Esther 4 
 

Esther 4:14  And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”  
 

There is a gap of about 57 years between Ezra chapters 6 and 7. It is during this time that the 

events of the book of Esther take place. It is the story of an orphan girl and her guardian cousin 

whom God uses to save the Jews from annihilation. It also gives the origin for the yearly Jewish 

feast of Purim. Though the name of God does not appear anywhere in the book, God’s hand is 

clearly seen controlling events and people to accomplish His will.  

 

AUTHOR: Some have suggested Mordecai as the author. 

 

OUTLINE OF ESTHER: 

 

(1) Esther Becomes Queen    Esther 1-2   

(2) Haman and Mordecai    Esther 3-4 

(3) Esther’s Request & Haman’s Downfall Esther 5-7 

(4) Deliverance of the Jews   Esther 8-9 

(5) Mordecai’s Greatness    Esther 10 

 

Esther is an exciting story full of drama, intrigue, and even a little humor. There are four main 

characters in the book: 

 

KING XERXES: Xerxes is called Ahasuerus in some translations. He ruled the Persian Empire 

from 486-465 BC when Persia was at the height of its power. His failed invasion of Greece is 

depicted in movies such as 300.  

 

ESTHER: Her Jewish name was Hadassah but she is known by her Persian name Esther. She 

was an orphan who was raised by her cousin Mordecai. She will become Xerxes’ wife and play a 

major role in saving her people. 

 

MORDECAI: He was a Jew who served at the king’s gate. His saving the king’s life and 

instructions to Esther will be a major factor in saving the Jewish people. 

 

HAMAN: This evil man is promoted by Xerxes to second-in-command in Persia. His hatred of 

Mordecai prompts him to issue a decree to destroy all the Jews. Because he is called “the 

Agagite” some have assumed that he is a descendent of Agag, king of the Amalekites during the 

days of King Saul (1 Samuel 15). But Agag is also the name of a Persian province and it is more 

likely that Haman came from there and thus is called an Agagite. 

 

Pay attention as you read Esther to the many twists and turns in the story and see how God works 

behind-the-scenes to get the job done. 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: John 16 


