
BE PREPARED! 

Wednesday, April 28 

Reading: Luke 17:20-37 
 

Luke 17:24  For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the  
sky from one end to the other. 

 

Passover was a time of great expectancy among the Jewish people. At this celebration of their 

freedom from Egypt they longed for a deliverer like Moses to free them again. The crowds had 

already tried to force Jesus to be their king once (John 6:15). Now that He was going to 

Jerusalem, the crowds (and the apostles) expected the kingdom of God to suddenly appear (Luke 

19:11). Thus, the question brought by the Pharisees was on everyone’s mind. 

 

Presence of the King at His First Coming (17:20-21) – Jesus’ answer probably surprised the 

Pharisees and the people. It told them that the kingdom could not be predicted by visible signs. 

In fact, the kingdom of God was already there among them because Jesus was in their midst. The 

religious leaders were concerned with looking at the great events of the future. Jesus wanted 

them to realize that by doing so they were missing the King who was with them right now! 

 

Presence of the King at His Second Coming (17:22-37) – Jesus now turns to continue this 

conversation with His disciples. His warning that they will “desire to see one of the days of the 

Son of Man” is a subtle reminder that soon He will no longer be with them. “Look here!” or 

“Look there!” is a warning not to follow those who predict the day of Jesus’ return. His second 

coming will not be a secret that you need to be told about. Like a flash of lightning, everyone 

will see it! But before He could return, He must fulfill the Father’s will and die on the cross. 

 

Jesus compares His return to the days of Noah and Lot. In both biblical events, the Lord saved 

His people before He brought His judgment. Noah had prepared by building the ark. Lot had 

been prepared by the angels. However, everyone else was unprepared. The people who were 

destroyed were living their everyday, normal lives with no thought that judgment was at the 

door. Jesus warns that when He returns there will be no time to pack your bags or return home. 

The opportunity to accept Him will be gone. Lot’s wife is an example of one who was so 

attached to the world that she could not help but look back at her home that was burning and God 

judged her disobedience. So those who are attached to this world cannot have a relationship with 

God and are thus caught unprepared for His return. 

 

The taking and leaving described here is not talking about the Rapture. Continuing the analogy 

from Noah and Lot, the wicked are taken in judgment while the righteous will be left to enter the 

kingdom. This is supported by Jesus’ answer to the disciple’s question on where these people 

will be taken. Jesus compares these wicked to a rotting corpse circled by birds of prey. They are 

ripe for judgment. John’s description of Armageddon uses similar language to Jesus’ words here 

(Revelation 19:17-19). 

 

This passage is a warning to believers of all ages to not become “prophecy nuts!” Those who 

focus only on future events miss the point. We must be spiritually ready by accepting the gift of 

salvation that Christ offers. If they wait it may be too late. For those of us who await the day 

when Christ will return in the clouds to take us home – the question is the same - - - Are you 

prepared? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Chronicles 9-12; John 20 


