
PSALMS: SONGS OF MESSIAH 

Monday, April 27 

Reading: Psalm 16 
 

Psalm 16:9  Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, 10  because 

you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay. 11  You make 

known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy   in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right 

hand. 
 

There are well over 100 quotations and allusions to the Psalms in the New Testament. Many of 

these quotations point to the life and work of Jesus Christ. We call these Messianic Psalms 

because they predict the life and ministry of the coming Messiah. 

 

In this week’s study we will look at several of the more prominent psalms that speak about Jesus. 

Take for example Psalm 16. This psalm was written by David during one of the many times his 

life was in danger. In it, he expresses his faith in God’s provision and love for him. He closes the 

psalm with a firm confidence that God will raise him up and “make known to me the path of 

life.” He is assured that he will experience joy in God’s presence forever. 

 

But there is more to these concluding verses. In Acts 2:25-36, when Peter is preaching on the day 

of Pentecost, he quotes Psalm 16:8-11 (2:25-28) and then explains that David was speaking 

about the resurrection of Christ (2:29-33). He then quotes Psalm 110:1 to prove that Jesus 

ascended to the right hand of God (Acts 16:34-36). The Apostle Paul quotes from Psalm 16 as 

well to prove the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 13:35). While David is speaking of his own 

experiences and faith, the Holy Spirit used his words to look beyond the present situation to the 

future work of the Messiah. 

 

As we study the Messianic psalms we will see many occasions where this is true. Peter explained 

it this way: 
 

1 Peter 1:10  Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched 

intently and with the greatest care, 11  trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ 

in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12  It 

was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have 

now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. 
 

The authors of the Old Testament prophecies did not fully understand everything they were 

writing. The Holy Spirit guided their words to prophecy about the coming Messiah. It is exciting 

to realize that the same God who inspired these men to write centuries earlier about Jesus Christ 

is the same God who has given His people many future promises as well. He faithfully fulfilled 

the prophecies about Christ’s first coming and will faithfully fulfill His promise about Jesus’ 

Second Coming and our being with Him forever. 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 11 


