
BE GRATEFUL 

Tuesday, April 27 

Reading: Luke 17:11-19 
 

Luke 17:17  Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18  Has no one returned  

to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
 

Jesus is following the pilgrims’ road that winds between Galilee and Samaria. The ten lepers 

were outcast because of their disease.  Lepers had to live far away from other people and shout 

“Unclean” whenever people came near. These ten men called to Jesus from a distance. They 

know that Jesus can help because He is the Master of everything. They also realize they don’t 

deserve Jesus’ help for they plead for mercy.   

 

Jesus tells them to show themselves to the priest. This was a command from the Law of Moses 

for those who had been cured of leprosy. These men show their faith by obeying Jesus’ 

command even though they had not yet been healed. They were cleansed after they were on their 

way.   

 

Surprisingly, the men do not return to thank Jesus. They all continue on their way, except for 

one. And the one who did return to worship and give thanks was a hated Samaritan. Jesus’ 

question is not so much one of shock as of disappointment. Once again, His ministry had been 

rejected by a majority of those He had helped. The phrase “made well” is literally “saved.” The 

other nine men may have been proclaimed clean by the priest, but the Samaritan was proclaimed 

saved by the Lord! The others had their bodies cleansed; the Samaritan had his sins cleansed! 

 

In Psalm 107, the psalmist repeats the sad cry: “Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for 

His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men” (v. 8, 15, 21, 31). How often 

do we forget to give thanks for all the goodness the Lord has shown to us!  Believers, more than 

anyone, should have an attitude of gratitude.    
 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord 

say so, Who He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy”  (Psalm 107:1-2) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Chronicles 5-8; John 19 


