
THE REALITY OF HELL 

Sunday, April 25 

Reading: Luke 16:19-31 
 

Luke 16:23  In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus  

by his side. 24  So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of  

his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 
 

A few years back Pastor Rob Bell published a book that caused a hailstorm of controversy. In 

Love Wins, Bell suggested that perhaps there is no literal eternal hell and that everyone’s 

ultimate destination is heaven. This is not a new idea. It has been expressed by many through the 

centuries who cannot reconcile eternal punishment with a loving God. 

 

The story of the rich man and Lazarus reinforces Jesus’ teachings about trying to serve God and 

money (16:1-15) and the importance of God’s Word (16:16-17). In Jesus’ description of the rich 

man’s fate, he is in physical torment while the beggar Lazarus is safely in Paradise. It affirms 

that the decisions we make about Christ in this life will determine our destiny.  

 

Unable to receive any comfort from his own torment, the rich man pleads with Abraham to send 

Lazarus back to warn his brothers before it is too late. However, he is told that they have the 

Scriptures and if they will not believe them they will not believe even if someone rises from the 

dead. This would be proven true by the Pharisees who were listening to this story. Later when 

Jesus’ raises another Lazarus (brother of Mary and Martha) from the dead, they refuse to believe 

(John 11). Even Jesus’ own resurrection will not convince most of them of the gospel message. 

 

The subject of hell is not one we like to talk about. However, Jesus taught us more about hell 

than He did about heaven. It is a literal place where people will spend eternity for rejecting 

Christ. How do we reconcile this with the love of God?   

 

We must remember the whole character of God. God is love and He is also holy. God is merciful 

and He is also just. To allow unrepentant sinners into heaven would corrupt His holiness and 

make heaven no better than here on earth. In His holiness and justice God must punish sin! But 

in His love and mercy God provided a way for us to escape the “wages of sin” that we justly 

deserve. Christ paid our sin-debt by dying on the cross in our place. Those who receive Him are 

now passed from death to life (John 5:24). 

 

The existence of hell is a sobering thought. But it should not be used as a scare tactic or to 

threaten unbelievers. This method rarely works. Too often it hurts people and drives them away 

from the gospel (which is one reason people like Bell try to discount the belief). But we also 

cannot ignore the truth about hell. Jesus sure didn’t! We should speak of the reality of judgment 

with tears in our eyes pleading with the lost to come to Christ and receive His gift of salvation. 
 

 

 

 


