
THE PHONY PHARISEES 

Saturday, April 24 

Reading: Luke 16:14-18 
 

Luke 16:15  He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God  

knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight. 
 

The Pharisees who were listening to Jesus were wealthy and they thought it amusing that this 

poor Teacher would have the nerve to talk about money. The Greek term used here literally 

means “to turn up one’s nose.” While claiming to love and serve God, they were really living for 

riches and getting all they could get!   

 

Jesus, as He had done many times before, called them what they were – phonies. His first charge 

against them was that they tried to validate their “holiness” by pointing to their possessions. In 

their opinion, the more you had – the more righteous you were because it was sign of God’s 

blessing! In this way they justified their greed and covetousness. Jesus declared that they might 

fool the people but they could not fool God. He knew their hearts and He was not impressed with 

their outward show. 

 

His second charge was that they had rejected God’s Word which they claimed to obey! They 

prided themselves on obedience to the Law of Moses, yet they rejected the One Moses had 

written about. The preaching of the “kingdom of God” was the fulfillment of the Old Testament. 

John the Baptist was the dividing line. He prepared the way for the coming of the promised 

Messiah. So by rejecting John, the Pharisees had actually rejected the Scripture’s promised 

Savior. Those who believed were “forcing their way” into the kingdom. This probably refers to 

the effort it takes to accept and live by God’s standards. It is against the flow of the world and 

therefore difficult.   

 

Jesus final charge against these phonies was that they nullified God’s Word with their rules. The 

world will pass away but God’s Word is eternal. Jesus offers the example of divorce as proof of 

their hypocrisy. Divorce was a hot topic of the day and many of the Pharisees took a very liberal 

approach saying that a man could divorce a woman for any reason. 
 

“The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

just any reason?" And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He who made them at the 

beginning 'made them male and female,'  and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?  So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." They said to Him, "Why then did Moses 

command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?" He said to them, "Moses, because of the 

hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to 

you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and 

whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery"  (Matthew 19:3-9) 
 

Jesus’ point was that God’s standard for marriage was clear, but they changed God’s Word by 

adding their own reason and rules to the issue. They rejected God’s Word and God’s Savior in 

favor of their own opinions and priorities. Is there anything ‘phony’ in life? Is there some area 

where you follow your own ideas instead of seeking God’s Word and will? 
 


