
REJOICING LABORERS 

Thursday, April 1 

Reading: Luke 10:1-24 
 

Luke 10:2  He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

 

In contrast to the three who refused to follow Jesus on His terms, we now meet 72 (or 70 

depending on the manuscript used for translation) people who are ready and willing to spread 

Christ’s message. Luke is the only one to record this mission and Jesus’ instructions are very 

similar to those given to the Twelve in the previous chapter.   

 

Laboring for the Lord (10:1-16) –Jesus asks these disciples to pray that God would send even 

more laborers into the harvest. God’s work is not just for the elite. It is important for every 

believer to be a part in reaching the lost for Christ.   

 

It would be a dangerous mission among the wolves who hated Christ, but He was sending them 

and thus they could depend on Him to help and guide them. They must not waste time dallying 

on the road but remain focused on doing the Lord’s work. Whether their message was received 

or rejected, they were to tell people that “the kingdom of God has come near you” (10:9, 11).   

 

Chorazin and Bethsaida were cities close to Capernaum. Capernaum was Jesus’ base of 

operations during His Galilean ministry. Yet even after seeing all His miracles and hearing all 

His words, they rejected Jesus as Messiah. Jesus said the wicked cities of Sodom, Tyre, and 

Sidon (the home of Queen Jezebeel) would have repented at the works of Christ. The judgment 

on those who rejected these messengers would be severe because to reject them was to reject the 

Son and thus reject the Father who sent Him.   

 

Those who labor for Christ must be willing to trust God and face danger as they preach His word 

to a hostile world. Their message must never change despite the reception it receives. They must 

always remember that they are representatives of the Lord and speak for Him. They must always 

pray for God to touch the hearts of more of His people to get to work in His fields. 

 

Rejoicing in the Lord (10:17-24) – The outcome of faithful labor for the Lord is always 

rejoicing. These 72 disciples returned rejoicing that even the demons fled when they called 

Jesus’ name. “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” was Jesus way of saying that 

whenever believers labor in His name Satan is defeated. They trample on all the forces of Satan 

(the serpents and scorpions) through their faithful service for Him. However, this was not to be 

their greatest joy. Their greatest joy was to be the fact that their names were written in heaven – 

that they were children of God. 

 

The joy of service in these disciples caused Jesus to rejoice. He thanked God that the Father had 

revealed His word to those with child-like faith. This was the point Jesus had been making to His 

disciples when He set the child in their midst. The religious leaders thought they were wise but 

rejected Christ’s message and so the truth was hidden from them. What was this truth? That 

Jesus is the Son of God. That only He can reveal the Father to those who follow Him. These 

disciples were blessed because they were seeing the fulfillment of promises God had made to the 

kings and prophets of the Old Testament. They were living in the days of Messiah! Are you 

laboring and rejoicing? Are you praying for God to reveal your part in the harvest? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 SAMUEL 5-8; John 1 


