
EZRA: FACING OPPOSITION 

Wednesday, April 1 

Reading: Ezra 4-6 
 

Ezra 4:4  Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and  
make them afraid to go on building. 5  They hired counselors to work against them and  
frustrate their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign  
of Darius king of Persia. 

 

As the Temple project got under way, Zerubbabel appears to replace Sheshbazzar as governor of 

Judah. The foreign people that had been settled in the land after the northern kingdom of Israel 

had been exiled by the Assyrians now come and offer to help them build since “we seek your 

God and have been sacrificing to Him…” However, the Jewish leaders saw through their 

deception. They may have added the Lord to their pantheon of gods but they were not true 

believers in the One true God. Their offer of help rejected, these enemies now show their true 

colors and try to stop the work of rebuilding. This caused fear among the Jewish people (3:3).   

 

This opposition would continue for almost 100 years. The letters between the Jew’s enemies and 

the Persian kings Xerxes and Artaxerxes (4:6-23) are from 50 to 80 years after the events 

described in Ezra 4:1-5. They are placed here to show the long-term battle the Jews faced and as 

an official written record of the types of accusations made against them. The present opposition 

did have its desired effects. Ezra 4:24 picks up the story from verse 5 and tells us that the work 

on the Temple was stopped for over 15 years. 

 

In 520 BC, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah encourage the people to restart the Temple project 

which had lain in ruins for so long. Once they begin the rebuilding process again they are 

immediately questioned by Tattenai, the Persian governor of the province. He wants to know 

what right they have to build. They tell him of the order given by King Cyrus 18 years earlier. 

Tattenai immediately writes a letter to the new king, Darius I, asking for a search of the official 

Persian records to determine if he should stop the work on the Temple or not. After this search, 

the Persian king not only supports the Temple construction but orders the expense to be paid out 

of the royal treasury. Thus encouraged, the people finish the temple almost 21 years after it was 

begun. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The opposition the Jews faced began very subtly - coming from those who might seem like 

friends. As it progressed, the opposition became more intense. Their enemies used slander 

(4:12) and lies (4:13-16). They even used violence to stop the Jews from rebuilding (4:23). 

When we are doing God’s work there will always be opposition! When was the last time you 

encountered opposition because of your stand for Christ? How did you deal with it?  
 

2. The people were encouraged to restart their building by a couple of preachers (Haggai & 

Zechariah). When has a message from God’s Word encouraged you to rekindle your service 

for Him?   
 

3. The Temple construction had stopped for 15 years because of the Jew’s fear of the enemies 

around them. But when the leaders stepped out in faith and began to build again God began 

to work! How can fear prevent us from stepping out in faith? What promises of God from 

Scripture can help us overcome this fear?   

 

READ THE NT: John 12 


