
JOB: ANSWERING GOD 

Sunday, April 19 

Reading: Job 40-42 
 

Job 42:1  Then Job replied to the LORD: 2  "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can  

be thwarted. 3  You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke  

of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4  "You said, 'Listen now, and I  

will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.' 5  My ears had heard of you but now my  

eyes have seen you. 6  Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." 

 

Job has spent most of the book arguing about his integrity and holding his head high in the face 

of the accusations of his so-called friends. Now after God has revealed Himself to His servant, 

Job bends low in worship and humility.   

 

God’s questions have caused Job to realize how wrong it was for him to doubt God’s love and 

sovereignty. All the world’s philosophies could not show him the character of God, but now Job 

sees more clearly and turns to the Lord in deep humility and repentance (42:5-6). 

 

After his testing, God “blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.” He is given double 

the things he had lost. He has a long life to enjoy the new family God has given him and dies 

“old and full of years.” However, Job’s greatest blessing was not his regained possessions and 

family. His greatest blessing was found in a deeper relationship with his God.  We need to be 

careful not to assume that every trial will end in a “happily ever after.” God does not always 

work that way. We need to see God in our suffering and leave the end results in His hands. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The book of Job does not fully answer the question “Why do good people suffer?” But it 

does show us that God is there in our suffering. In times of despair and tragedy we must fight 

the urge to focus on the things around us and look up to see the presence of God in our 

suffering. Have you been knocked flat on your back and looked up into the face of God? 

 

2. The Christian life is a constant learning process. All believers must forever be students. That 

is the definition of a disciple - “a learning follower.” The great English preacher Charles 

Spurgeon once said, “The doorstep to the temple of wisdom is the knowledge of our own 

ignorance.” It is when we come to grips with how much we DO NOT know about God that 

we can begin to walk with Him. It is then that we can move beyond what others have told us 

about God to an intimate relationship with God Himself. This includes trusting His 

sovereignty when we don’t understand and repenting of sins when we measure our lives 

against His holiness.  
 

Romans 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His 

judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out! 34  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been 

His counselor?" 35  "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" 36  For from Him and 

through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 


