
KINGDOM ACCEPTANCE 

Sunday, April 18 

Reading: Luke 13:18-30 
 

Luke 13:24  “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to  

enter and will not be able to. 
 

The common belief of the day was that Messiah would come in glory to destroy Israel’s enemies 

and set up God’s kingdom on earth. Jesus uses two illustrations to show them that the kingdom 

of God would not come as they expected. 

 

A Mustard Seed – The mustard seed is very small. It would take almost twenty thousand seeds to 

make one ounce! Yet, in a matter of weeks, this tiny seed can grow a plant ten to twelve feet 

high. The kingdom of God would not suddenly appear and take over the world. It would begin 

small (with Jesus and His small band of disciples) and grow to change the world. 

 

A Pinch of Yeast – This second illustration reinforces the first. You do not put a large amount of 

yeast into your dough and yet that little bit effects the whole lump and makes it rise. So God’s 

kingdom, though it may appear to be small and insignificant, will impact the whole world. 

 

With Jesus’ emphasis on the small beginnings of the kingdom, some began to wonder if only a 

few people would be saved. They believed all Israel would be saved, but Jesus was about to tell 

them otherwise. 

 

The Narrow Gate – The way of salvation is narrow because it is exclusive. It is only through the 

Lord Jesus Christ. A person must “strive” to be saved. This does not mean that he has to work 

for salvation, but that he must put his entire person into seeking the Savior, repenting of sins, and 

turning to Christ. Many try to enter the kingdom on their own terms (by good works or living a 

good life) but they will not be allowed to enter. There is one way! 

 

The Closed Door – Jesus now tells a parable to illustrate His point. In His story the master of the 

house is holding a feast. But the door has been closed and those who were too late were not 

allowed to enter. These guests are sent away in great sorrow. 

 

The Master is of course the Lord Jesus. Now was the time of salvation before the door was 

closed. They had ate and drank in Jesus’ presence and He taught in their streets but they had 

never given their hearts to Him. Jesus’ response to them is “I do not know you” (see also 

Matthew 7:21-23). Jesus pictured them looking in the windows at the ancestors on whom they 

had depended for their salvation – the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. However, many of 

these Jewish people who had the opportunity to see and listen to the teachings of the Messiah 

Himself rejected Him and would not enter the Kingdom. This would bring great sorrow. Worse 

yet, they would see people from all parts of the world – Gentiles – get into the Kingdom while 

they were cast out. The Jewish people thought they were “first” in the eyes of God and Gentiles 

were inferior. But many Gentiles would get into the kingdom while the Jews would not! 

 

Jesus’ teachings on the Kingdom were revolutionary for the Jewish people of His day. He 

corrected the false ideas they had been taught. What false ideas about salvation do people believe 

today? What is the message we need to share with them? 
 


