
SET FREE 

Saturday, April 17 

Reading: Luke 13:10-17 
 

Luke 13:12  When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from  

your infirmity.” 13  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. 
 

This is the last time we see Jesus in a synagogue in the gospel of Luke. Jesus heals a woman who 

had been unable to stand upright. She had been in this doubled over position for eighteen years! 

This was probably caused by some kind of fusion of her spine so that she could not straighten up. 

The text is clear that this infirmity was a work of Satan, however she does not appear to be 

demon-possessed for no demon speaks and Jesus does not cast out a demon. 

 

Jesus once again wants to make a point to the religious leaders. This woman does not ask for 

Jesus’ help; Jesus calls her out of the crowd. By His word and touch, the woman is healed. Luke 

uses several medical terms to describe her healing. She does not experience a gradual 

improvement but is instantly “straightened up.” She gives the proper response to this miracle by 

praising God.  

 

However, the ruler of synagogue was irate with this “violation” of the Sabbath. He believed 

healing was a work that was forbidden on the Lord’s Day. He appeals to the crowd to reject and 

condemn Jesus’ actions. In the face of Jesus’ compassion this religious leader sees only a 

legalistic infraction. He does not rejoice that this woman has been released from her suffering. 

Instead he attacks Jesus for breaking his man-made rules. 

 

Jesus again exposes the hypocrisy of this belief. They think nothing of loosing their animals on 

the Sabbath to take them to drink. Yet they condemn Him for loosing this woman from her 

suffering. They seemed to care about their animals more than people in need. Jesus wanted the 

people to realize that all their rules about what you could and could not do on the Sabbath was 

contrary to what God’s Kingdom was all about. His words brought embarrassment to Jesus’ 

enemies but praise to God from the people. 

 

This is a beautiful story of Jesus’ love and compassion to heal. It also has parallels to the Lord’s 

care in bringing salvation. This woman was bound by Satan and not able to do anything to 

improve her condition. Likewise, we are bound in sin and can do nothing to save ourselves. Jesus 

initiates this healing by calling this woman to Himself. So it is the Lord who initiates salvation in 

our hearts by calling us to repentance. Jesus’ touch instantly heals the woman. So salvation is 

instantaneous when we believe and receive His power to forgive. We are set free from the 

penalty of sin and given the Holy Spirit so we can praise God and live for Him. 

 

Have you accepted the salvation Jesus offers in your life? Do you have compassion on those who 

are hurting and share the love of Christ with them? 
 


