
UNCERTAINTY OF LIFE 

Friday, April 16 

Reading: Luke 13:1-9 
 

Luke 13:5  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 
 

Tragedy does not play favorites. Over the past year we have seen people from all walks of life 

suffer and die from the Covid-19 pandemic. Does this mean that these people were being judged 

by God? That is what the Jews of Jesus’ day would have said.  

 

Two recent incidents are mentioned in these verses. The first one is brought to Jesus attention by 

the crowd. It involves a time when Pontius Pilate killed a group of Galileans while they 

worshipped in the Temple. While this event is not recorded elsewhere in history, it is entirely in 

character with Pilate’s other actions as governor of Judea. The theology of the day taught that 

suffering was an indication of personal sin. The inference from the people is that we are not 

sinners like those Galileans obviously were! Jesus, however, rejects their hypothesis. Suffering 

has nothing to do with one’s spiritual condition. Everyone dies and only repentance brings one 

life that will last forever. 

 

Jesus brings up another case in which a tower fell and killed eighteen people. Jesus asked if these 

people deserved to be killed because they were the worst sinners in Jerusalem. The obvious 

answer is no! Just like suffering is no indicator of spiritual status, so tragedy does not mean one 

is any worse than another. All die! All must make the choice to repent before it is too late! 

 

The fruitful tree is often used in Scripture as picture of a godly life. After three years, this fig tree 

is unfruitful. The owner orders it cut down. It is wasting the good soil in which it was planted. 

However, the gardener asks for one more chance for the tree. He will give it special attention and 

care in hopes that it will produce fruit. 

 

This fig tree is a picture of the nation of Israel. They had witnessed Jesus’ ministry for some time 

now and still had not turned to Him in repentance. Jesus was giving them one last chance before 

judgment would fall. Sadly, most of the Jews still rejected Christ and in 70 A.D. the judgment 

come when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and a few years later scattered the nation!   

 

This parable reminds us that repentance requires more than words. It must be displayed in life 

and actions. God is patient and gives people opportunity but His patience will not last forever. 

The message is simple: Repent now and be saved! 

 

This passage reminds us of the uncertainty of life. Tragedy and death can happen to anyone. 

They may not be sign of God’s direct judgment but merely the result of living in a sin-cursed 

world. Jesus’ response to the uncertainty of life is two-fold. First, He commands us to repent. 

Since we do not know what lies around the next corner we must have our hearts right with God. 

Second, we should bear fruit. Jesus’ parable is open ended. The Lord is waiting to see how the 

people respond. He calls each of us to repent and show fruit in our lives before it is too late. 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Kings 1-4; John 12 


