
JOB: MISERABLE COMFORTERS 

Thursday, April 16 

Reading: Job 14-16 
 

Job 16:1  Then Job replied: 2  "I have heard many things like these; miserable comforters are you all!  
3  Will your long-winded speeches never end? What ails you that you keep on arguing? 4  I also could 
 speak like you, if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against you and shake my head 
 at you. 5  But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would bring you relief. 

 

Job’s friends fall into the “know-it-all” category. They were “armchair counselors.” They 

thought they had all the answers and weren’t shy about brow-beating Job with their “brilliant 

advice.” The problem was they were all wrong! We must be careful when we read the book of 

Job. Much of what these friends say sounds good, but in the end God condemns them.   
 

“I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job 

has…My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly 

(42:7-8) 

 

These “comforters” were under the delusion many people cling to today - Job was suffering 

because of some hidden sin in his life. If he would merely repent, God would restore him 

because God would never let an innocent person suffer! This kind of logic has driven many 

struggling people further into depression. While it is true that suffering can be the result of sin in 

our lives, this is not always the case (as we see with Job). God allows trials in our life to grow 

our faith and strengthen our relationship with Him. 

 

As we read through the middle chapters of this book, we see that Job’s friends are talking 

ABOUT God. However, Job is talking TO God. This is key in our times of struggle. We must 

not merely talk ABOUT God as some theological discussion. We must talk TO God and pour out 

our pain, need, and frustration to Him. As Job and his friends continue to debate, Job slowly 

turns from crying out to God to arguing with his counselors. When Job gives up on his 

lamenting, he stops reaching out to God. He has been distracted from His pursuit of God by the 

bad advice of his counselors. By the end of the discussion, Job has lost all sense of God’s 

presence. 
 

“If only I knew where to find Him; if only I could go to His dwelling!” (23:3) 

“If I go to the east, He is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find Him” (23:8) 

“That is why I am terrified before Him; when I think of all this, I fear Him” (23:15) 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. These worthless counselors give a warning to those who wish to help hurting people today. A 

true friend is willing to sit in silence, not for a week, but for as long as it takes. A true friend 

will continually encourage the one in grief to keep talking to and wrestling with the Lord.   

 

2. A true friend will not try to give quick answers or easy remedies, but will point those 

suffering to the God of all comfort. Let them know you love and support them. Use words if 

necessary! Be a person who sincerely helps those suffering to seek God and struggle with 

Him over their broken heart. 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 4 


