
WATCH OUT FOR DIVISION 

Thursday, April 15 

Reading: Luke 12:49-59 
 

Luke 12:49  “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50  But I  
have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 

 

Some people get the wrong idea that the Christian life should be a bed of roses with no troubles, 

sickness, or financial stress. But this is never what Jesus promised. In fact Jesus said He had 

“come to bring FIRE on the earth.” Jesus always brings fire! This is because He forces people to 

make a decision. There is no “sitting on the fence” when it comes to Him. The fire of judgment 

was coming and Jesus urged His followers to choose before it was too late.  

 

“I wish it were already kindled!” is not a longing for judgment but for the results of that 

judgment. The final judgment will bring about the new heaven and earth in which righteousness 

and love reign. But Jesus knows before this can occur He must go to the cross. This is the 

baptism that so distressed Him. Yet He knew that it was God’s plan to save people from their 

sins. Family and friends will be torn apart by the message of Jesus. People have always been 

divided over the Savior.   

 

Jesus now turns to the crowd and offers them the choice. It should have been obvious to the 

people that Jesus was the Messiah. They could interpret the signs in the sky to predict the 

weather, but they could not interpret the signs of the times that pointed to who He was! His 

miracles and message proved that He was the Son of God. He was offering them the only way of 

salvation. Why could they not decide what was right?   

 

Using an illustration from the legal world, Jesus urges the people to make their choice now. It 

makes much more sense to settle a court case before the judge hands down the final verdict. 

Likewise, a person should decide for Christ now rather than wait until it is too late and receive 

the due punishment for their rejection. 

 

We should not be surprised when the world hates us for our faith in Christ. Jesus predicted this 

would happen. 
 

John 15:18  “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first. 19  If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That 

is why the world hates you. 

 

John 16:33  “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

Conflict within families should not shock us either. Those who refuse to accept Christ are often 

upset with family members who live for Christ. Remember Jesus’ own brothers did not believe 

in Him until after His resurrection. But in the midst of a troubled world Jesus said we can have 

peace. The ‘signs of the times’ point to the fact that time is getting ever shorter. Jesus could 

return at any time and we must be ready. 

 

Are you experiencing some fire of division and opposition for your faith? Remember Jesus’ 

words, “Take heart! I have overcome the world. 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Kings 20-22; John 11 


