
JOB: QUESTIONING GOD 

Wednesday, April 15 

Reading: Job 3-5 
Job 3:20  "Why is light given to those in misery, and life to the bitter of soul, 21  to those who long for  

death that does not come, who search for it more than for hidden treasure, 22  who are filled with glad- 

ness and rejoice when they reach the grave? 23  Why is life given to a man whose way is hidden, whom  

God has hedged in? 24  For sighing comes to me instead of food; my groans pour out like water. 25  What  

I feared has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me. 26  I have no peace, no quietness; I  

have no rest, but only turmoil." 
 

These chapters open a long discourse between Job and his “friends.” While his friends attack him 

and claim that his misery is a direct result of some hidden sin he must confess, Job holds to his 

innocence, asks questions, and pleads with God to come to his defense. As they continue their 

assault and God remains silent, Job goes deeper and deeper into despair.   

 

In his excellent book A Sacred Sorrow, Michael Card shows us how Job’s questions and laments 

were actually an evidence of his faith. Despite all the questions, feelings of being abandoned by 

God, and wishes that he could just die, Job was trying desperately to hang on to the only One 

who knew the answers - God Himself. 

 
“Far from denying the existence of God, the lament of faith cries out on the basis of an appeal to the living  

God’s loving-kindness, in spite of the fact that the present conditions would suggest otherwise. In Job we 

discover a person who will simply not let go of God…” 
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In the end, Job will learn that it was not about being right or winning the battle. It was all about 

faithfulness. The trials God allowed Job to suffer were not so God could know if Job really loved 

Him. God already knew this! They were so Job could realize that he truly loved God for Himself 

and not simply because of the blessings he had received from God’s hand.    

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. When tragedy strikes, our most natural response is to ask questions. “Why is this 

happening?” “Does God really care?” “Whose fault is it anyway?” Sometimes we think 

asking God these sorts of questions is wrong - that it is somehow unspiritual to bring these 

concerns to the Lord. However, the Bible is full of people like David, Jeremiah, and even 

Jesus Himself who clung to God through the prayer of lament - pouring out their hearts in 

questions to God. Is your prayer life a stale mix of words? Or is it a vibrant act of reaching 

out for a real connection with the Almighty God? 

 

2. Many times the only way we can clearly see the strength of our relationship with God is in 

the crucible of tragedy or trials. It is then that our faith is tested and we see if we really trust 

the Lord or not. Like Job, our questions and laments are one way of hanging on to God. In 

our despair, God wants to teach us that when we have nothing left but God - - - God is all we 

need! 
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READ THE NT: Acts 3 


