
WATCH FOR THE LORD’S RETURN 

Wednesday, April 14 

Reading: Luke 12:35-48 
 

Luke 12:35  “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for  
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately 
open the door for him. 37  It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he 
comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come  
and wait on them. 

 

Jesus begins His discussion on watching for His return with TWO PARABLES (12:35-40). The 

first parable is about servants waiting for their master’s return. They had to be constantly ready. 

The task of a servant was to open the door and welcome his master home. He was to be properly 

dressed and keep the lamps burning. Once again, we see the radical reversal of God’s kingdom. 

The master will reward his servants for their faithfulness by serving them! Jesus would 

exemplify this truth when He washed the disciple’s feet at the Last Supper.   

 

Jesus’ second parable is about a thief. The homeowner has no idea when a thief will try to rob 

him and so he must always be alert. The image of a thief is used several other times in 

association with Jesus’ return (1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 16:15). These two 

parables both teach the same thing: Be ready! Jesus’ coming will be unexpected. 

 

FOUR SERVANTS (12:41-48). Peter’s question brings an unexpected response from Jesus. He 

elaborates on His parable and describes four servants. 

 

1. Faithful Servant (12:42-44) – The master has given his servants the task of caring for the 

master’s property. This servant is faithful and does what his master wants. Jesus is the Master 

and He has left believers on earth to do His will. Those who are faithful will be rewarded and 

given more responsibility. 

2. Abusive Servant (12:45-46) – This slave thinks with the master gone he can do as he pleases 

and abuses his power for his own pleasure. The master will return when this slave least 

expects it and will severely punish this wicked slave. This could refer to the religious leaders. 

They had been given the task of leading Israel to God, but they had abused their power 

through their hypocrisy and legalism. 

3. Negligent Servant (12:47) – This servant knew what his master expected but refused to do it. 

His punishment will be more severe. This warning is for those who know God’s Word and 

understand their duty to God and still reject it.   

4. Uninformed Servant (12:48) – This final slave acted in ways that deserve punishment but he 

did not know what the master’s will was for him. While he will still receive punishment, it 

will be less severe than those who had the knowledge and rejected it. While this is only 

supposition, this passage may indicate that there will be different degrees of punishment in 

Hell.  

  

To know God and what His will is for your life brings responsibilities to a person. Only one of 

these servants was rewarded by the master. The others all received punishment. As Jesus looked 

out over the crowd of disciples, listeners, and religionists He surely could see people from each 

category of His parable. The key to being a true follower of Jesus is to be ready for Christ’s 

return by being faithful in service and acting as the Master would act – living as the Master 

would live! 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Kings 16-19; John 10 


