
JOB: THE SHADOW OF SUFFERING 

Monday, April 13 

Reading: Job 13 
 

Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face. 
 

Many people think the book of Job answers the question “Why do godly people suffer?” But this 

is not the point of the book. “In Job’s poetic profile of pain, we find that God reveals Himself in 

the midst of it. And often, while groping for the whys of suffering, we instead find the Who – our 

living, loving Lord.” 
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Job is a stylized history. The events seem to occur sometime during the time of Abraham. It is 

one of the earliest books of the Bible. Job 3-41 is written in poetic language. Now I don’t believe 

these men sat around talking in poetry. The author took their conversation and put it into poetic 

form. It is an accurate record of their words written in poetic language. 

 

AUTHOR: Unknown.  

 

OUTLINE OF JOB: 

 

(1) Prologue    Job 1-2   

(2) Job and His Three Friends  Job 3-31 

 First Cycle  3-14 

 Second Cycle 15-21 

 Third Cycle  22-31 

(3) Elihu Speaks    Job 32-37 

(4) God Speaks    Job 38-41 

(5) Epilogue    Job 42 

 

The book of Job is all about lament. This has become a lost art for Christians today. We have 

bought into the idea that seasons of sorrow mean something is wrong. And yet we read of Job, 

David, and Jeremiah crying out to God in their pain. Even Jesus was called “a Man of Sorrows” 

and lamented during His earthly ministry! Romans 8:22-23 tells us that all creation groans 

(laments) because of sin.  

 

Job’s friends don’t get it! Their words sound good but they are all wrong about God and the Lord 

rebukes them at the end of the book. Job, though he is in pain and misery, is struggling to stay 

connected with God. He pours all his anguish, doubts, and grief out to the Lord. And in the end 

God shows up! He doesn’t explain to Job why all this has happened. Instead, He reveals Himself 

to Job in a powerful way. 

 

From the book of Job we learn that in the midst of suffering God is there! We can cast all our 

pain and anguish on Him. That is what it means to lament. It is the opposite of despair. Despair is 

giving up! Lament is holding on to God knowing He cares and is there with us through the 

suffering. 
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READ THE NT: Acts 1 


