
WATCH OUT FOR GREED 

Monday, April 12 

Reading: Luke 12:13-21 
 

Luke 12:19  And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy;  
eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 20  “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be  
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will  
be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

 

Pastor Andy Stanley once said, “Greed is not a financial issue. It’s a heart issue.” 
1
  The Apostle 

Paul’s words in 1 Timothy 6:10 are often misquoted. It is not ‘money’ but ‘the LOVE of money’ 

that is the root of all evil. Greed is one of the major sins in the world today. And it can strike at 

both rich and poor alike.  

 

To counter the bad example of the religious leaders, Jesus gives a series of things to watch out 

for in order to live a selfless godly life. A man in the crowd wants Jesus to settle an inheritance 

issue between himself and his brother. This was a common request of rabbis in Jesus’ day. 

However, Jesus uses this incident to warn His followers about the dangers of greed. He reminds 

them that what a person possesses is not the real issue in life. This man thought getting his 

inheritance would solve all his problems. But Jesus consistently teaches that wealth is often a 

hindrance to saving faith. 

 

Jesus emphasizes His point with a parable. The rich man in this parable has an “I” problem. 

There was nothing wrong with rejoicing over a good harvest or building bigger barns. But 

everything this man does is to enhance his own ease and enjoyment. His focus was on his things. 

He ignored God and the needs of others. God’s evaluation of this man is that he is a fool! He had 

put things instead of God at the center of his life. After death, he would stand before God with 

nothing. All his wealth would not help him. Jesus’ solution to the problem of greed is to be “rich 

toward God.” We should use the things God has given us for eternal purposes. 
 

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,  and it is certain we can 

carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But those who desire to be rich 

fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and 

perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their 

greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But, O man of God, flee these things and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness”   (1 Timothy 6:6-11) 
 

How important is money and ‘things’ to your life? Has it taken the place of God in your heart? 

Do we use the blessings that God has given us to serve God and help others? 
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  https://www.brainyquote.com/topics/greed-quotes 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Kings 9-12; John 8 


