
DEVOTIONS FOR JOHN 3-7 
 
 

IS BELIEF IN GOD ENOUGH? 

Wednesday, April 12 

Reading: John 5 
 

John 5:36  “… For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am  
doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37  And the Father who sent me has himself testified 
concerning me You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38  nor does his word dwell in  
you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39  You study the Scriptures diligently because you 
think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me,  
40  yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

 

A recent Gallup Poll shows that about 89% of Americans still believe in God. 
1
 Another report 

suggests that 80% of Americans view the Bible as a religious book but many of them are not sure 

how meaningful it is for their lives. 
2
 The disturbing thing in these reports are that these numbers 

are dropping fast.  Many Americans no longer hold to a traditional view of God and the Bible in 

favor of their own opinions.  Is it enough to simply believe in “some kind of God”?  Can simply 

saying the Bible is a “good book” bring someone into a relationship with the Lord? 
 

In John 5, Jesus’ healing of crippled man has started a debate between Himself and the Jewish 

leaders about His identity.  These religious leaders were the Bible scholars of their day.  They 

could quote the Scriptures backwards and forwards.  They also claimed to be the spokesmen for 

God.  If anyone was in good spiritual standing, everyone assumed these religious were “all it.”  

However, Jesus has a different opinion of them. 
 

Jesus tells these religious frauds that they “have never heard [God’s] voice nor seen His form, 

nor does His word dwell in you” (5:37-38).  If they really knew God, they would have believed 

in Him because He had been sent from the Father and did the same things His Father does (see 

5:16-30). 
 

Jesus also rejects their claim to be “Bible experts.”  He condemns them for diligently studying 

the Scriptures hoping to find eternal life.  But they missed the whole point!  The Scriptures all 

pointed to Him but they refused to “come to Me to have life” (5:39-40).  All their knowledge 

was useless because they refused to believe that Jesus was the fulfillment of all the Scriptures 

had promised. 
 

When someone says, “I believe in God” the question must be asked - “What God do you believe 

in?”  Is it the One revealed in Scripture and most importantly in Jesus Christ?  Or is it a God of 

your own creation - a God formed from your own wishes and opinions? 
 

Likewise, merely having knowledge of the Bible does not help anyone.  Until we apply it to our 

hearts and lives it cannot help us live the way God intends.  The message of salvation is found in 

the Bible because it points us to Jesus Christ.  As our culture falls farther away from the true God 

and His Word, let us strengthen our faith and relationship with the Lord.  Don’t fall into the trap 

of the Jewish leaders who looked religious but of whom Jesus said - “I know that you do not 

have the love of God in your hearts” (5:42). 
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  http://www.gallup.com/poll/193271/americans-believe-god.aspx 
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 http://www.americanbible.org/features/state-of-the-bible 

 


