
ESTHER: REMEMBER WHEN… 

Sunday, April 12 

Reading: Esther 9-10 
 

Esther 9:20  Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces  
of King Xerxes, near and far, 21  to have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the 
month of Adar 22  as the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when their 
sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote them to observe the  
days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor… 
28  These days should be remembered and observed in every generation by every family, and in every 
province and in every city. And these days of Purim should never cease to be celebrated by the Jews, nor 
should the memory of them die out among their descendants.  

 

What occurred on the 13
th

 & 14
th

 day of the twelfth month was a bloody affair. Even with the 

new decree there were many enemies who tried to wipe out the Jews. But many of the officials 

and nobles in the provinces helped the Jews because of the power Mordecai now held with the 

king. Instead of a day of slaughter for the Jews, it was a day of slaughter for the Jews’ enemies. 

But while their enemies had hoped to get rich by plundering the Jews they had killed, the Jews 

did not touch the spoils of those they killed. This was a battle for self-preservation, not to gain 

wealth and property. 

 

Mordecai wanted to make sure this great deliverance was never forgotten. He established the 

feast of Purim as a perpetual remembrance of these events that is still celebrated by Jews today. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Purim is still celebrated so the Jewish people can remember God working behind the scenes 

through Esther and Mordecai to deliver His people from their enemies. We too need things to 

help us remember and celebrate what God has done for us. 

 

 Communion/Lord’s Table - This was instituted by Jesus Himself to help us remember 

and celebrate His death for us on the cross. That is why most church communion tables 

have “Do this in remembrance of Me” on them. 

 

 Baptism - This act is a believer’s declaration to the world that they are now a follower of 

Christ. It is also a picture of the change that has occurred in their life: “buried with Him 

through baptism into death in order that…we too may live a new life” (Rom. 6:4; see also 

Col. 2:12ff). 

 

 Advent/Lent - Though not celebrated by all churches, these can be a good reminder of 

Christ’s coming and prepare our hearts for the Christmas and Easter seasons. 

 

What are some other ways you might remember what God has done in your life?  What 

objects might be meaningful to you to help you remember and celebrate? 

 

2. Some people celebrate their spiritual birthday with the same pomp as their physical birthday. 

It is a way to remember when “their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day 

of celebration.” Perhaps this would be a great day for you to remember the grace and love of 

Christ that made your salvation possible. 
 

 

 

Psalm 63:3  Because Your love is better than life, my lips will glorify You. 4  I will praise you as long as I 

live, and in Your name I will lift up my hands. 5  My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with 

singing lips my mouth will praise You. 6  On my bed I remember You; I think of You through the watches 

of the night. 7  Because You are my help, I sing in the shadow of Your wings. 

 


