
INSIDE OUT LIVING 

Saturday, April 10 

Reading: Luke 11:37-54 
 

Luke 11:39  Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish,  

but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40  You foolish people! Did  not the one who made the 

outside make the inside also? 
 

Luke now records several clashes with the Pharisees and lawyers (“experts in the law”). He calls 

them hypocrites for they lived their lives for show. Their “holiness” was only external and never 

reached their hearts. The first confrontation occurs at a dinner at a Pharisee’s home. He is 

amazed that Jesus did not wash His hands before the meal. This had nothing to do with hygiene 

but with their ceremonial ritual. The Law commanded priests to wash in this manner but the 

Pharisees required everyone to do so. Jesus once again refuses to concede to their man-made 

rules.  

 

The Inside Dirt (11:39-44) – Jesus compares the Pharisees’ life to a cup and dish. They cleaned 

the outside but left the inside untouched. It was full of “greed and wickedness.” Didn’t these 

foolish religionists realize that God was just as concerned with the inside of a person as with the 

outside! This hypocritical attitude was displayed in their giving practices. They made sure they 

tithed even the smallest herb on their kitchen window sill, but ignored justice and God’s love. 

Jesus reminded them that both are important and show where a person’s heart is. Another 

attitude that displayed their hypocrisy was their desire for honor and special treatment. They 

always took the best seats in the synagogue and relished being greeted as “Rabbi” in the streets. 

Their pride made them glory in the perks and ignore the responsibility of teaching the people. 

 

Jesus closes this rebuke by saying that the Pharisees were like unmarked graves. Anyone who 

touched a grave was considered unclean (Numbers 19:16). Sometimes a person might walk over 

an unmarked grave and thus become unclean without knowing it. These leaders, who feared 

becoming ritually unclean, were actually contaminating all the people. They were leading them 

astray and the people didn’t even realize it. They thought the Pharisees were “holy men.” 

 

The Outward Damnation (11:46-52) – The lawyers were those who applied and interpreted the 

Law of Moses. By forcing their long list of man-made rules on the people, the lawyers were 

crushing the people under impossible religious demands. They had made God’s Word into a 

burden instead of the means to know and love God. While outwardly they honored the prophets 

by building elaborate tombs for them, they showed their compliance with their murder by 

refusing to believe in Jesus whom the prophets had prophesied would come. Jesus tells them that 

they will be held guilty for the blood of all those who have been killed for their faith – from first 

to last! Jesus’ final condemnation of the lawyers was that they had “taken away the key of 

knowledge” from the people. Their focus on outward actions and neglect of inward holiness not 

only caused them to miss Christ and His kingdom, but hindered those who otherwise would have 

believed and been saved.  

 

Do you focus on external things and ignore the more important attitude of the heart? We must 

live our lives from the inside out – with the attitudes and thoughts of the heart and mind being 

transformed by the Holy Spirit. 

 


