
ESTHER: AS THE WORM TURNS 

Friday, April 10 

Reading: Esther 5-6 
 

Esther 6: 11  So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback  

through the city streets, proclaiming before him, "This is what is done for the man the king delights 

 to honor!" 12  Afterward Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman rushed home, with his  

head covered in grief… 
 

You could probably hear a pin drop as Esther entered the throne room. They all knew the price 

for approaching the king unbidden. However, Xerxes’ heart was touched at the sight of his queen 

and he held out his gold scepter to receive her and asked about the request for which she has 

risked her life. Esther realized that exposing Haman’s plot and the fact that she is Jewish in open 

court was not a good idea. Instead, she requests that the king and Haman attend a private banquet 

with her. Both agree and that night they enjoy food and wine with Esther. Afterward, the king 

again asks her to make her request. 

 

Perhaps Esther was afraid or maybe she felt the king was not in the proper mood to hear her plea 

so she requests another banquet the following evening. Haman is overjoyed by the favor he 

believes Esther has shown him. But seeing Mordecai sitting at the gate still refusing to bow 

shattered his good mood. That night he decides to build a gallows and ask the king for 

permission to hang Mordecai in the morning. 

 

That night the king has insomnia. Hoping the royal records will put him to sleep the king orders 

them to be read to him. The records remind him of Mordecai’s report that saved his life a few 

years earlier and he is upset that no reward had been given for this loyal act. It is at this exact 

moment that Haman enters the outer court with the intent to ask the king for permission to kill 

Mordecai. Instead, the king asks for Haman’s advice about “what should be done for a man the 

king delights to honor.” With his overinflated ego and pride, Haman naturally assumes the king 

is referring to him and suggests an elaborate “king-for-the-day” treatment. 

 

Haman’s jaw must have hit the floor when the king ordered Haman to do everything he 

suggested to honor Mordecai. Imagine the smirks of the people and officials as Haman is forced 

to parade his enemy through the streets shouting, “This is what is done for the man the king 

delights to honor!”   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
Why did Esther delay her request? Who prevented the king from sleeping? What prompted the 

scribe to read the exact portion of the records about Mordecai? Why had Mordecai’s act of 

loyalty been delayed for so long? Who arranged for Haman to be there at just that moment? 

There is no such thing as coincidence with God! God arranged everything to fall into place at 

just the right time. Think about the following quotation. How does it give you peace and 

confidence in your daily life? 

 
“Our God is sovereign. That means there's no such thing as luck. Anything that happens to you, good or bad, 

must pass through His fingers first. There are no accidents with God.” (Tony Evans, Our God is Awesome: 

Encountering the Greatness of Our God) 

 

 

READ THE NT: John 20 


