
 

I Am: The Gospel of John  
Sermon Notes  
 

I. Who do you say Jesus is?  

 

II. The Gospels: 4 Pictures of Jesus  

 
 

III. Who is this guy John giving his account of Jesus?  

 

IV. Why did John write this book? 

 
 

V. Who is Jesus according to the Gospel of John?  

 

VI. Who do you say Jesus is?  

 
 

 
Questions to grapple with?  

1. Who do you say Jesus is? Who is Jesus to you?  
2. Are you settling for one of the 13 pop culture Jesus’?  
3. Is this statement true? Jesus is the answer to everything for all peoples. (Why 

yes or why not?) 
 



 

 
 
For Further Study:  
 
Daniel Darling’s 13 Pop Culture Jesus’  
 

§ Guru Jesus-This is the Jesus of the enlightenment, who is the wise, winsome, 
slightly supernatural figure who fits nicely alongside other religious titans like 
Buddha, Muhammad, Vishnu, & others. This is a safe Jesus, who will only ever 
tell us good, affirming, uplifting things, but doesn’t bother us with dangerous 
talk of the Kingdom of God. 

§ Red Letter Jesus-This Jesus only takes seriously those quotes of Jesus in the 
gospels that are marked out by Bible publishers in red ink.  He’s way more 
likeable than the Apostle Paul who just doesn’t understand twenty-first century 
social norms. 

§ Braveheart Jesus-This Jesus has come to help men recover their masculinity  
§ American Jesus-This is a Jesus who ushers in a revival based on if the electoral 

map turns from blue to red.  
§ Left Wing Jesus- This Jesus is the cousin of American Jesus.  
§ Dr. Phil Jesus-This Jesus is a tough-talking dispenser of advice 
§ Prosperity Jesus-This Jesus is Dr. Phil Jesus’ extravagant cousin. He doesn’t just 

promise a better life, he promises a wealthy & prosperous life.  
§ Post-Church Jesus-Burned out by the overly political, legalistic church of your 

youth? The Post-Church Jesus allows you to worship him without all the 
trappings of the institutional church.  

§ BFF Jesus-This Jesus hits close to home, for it’s the Jesus of the evangelical 
culture. BFF Jesus hints at the truth of the Christ of Scripture, who is a friend of 
sinners, who offers personal salvation by faith. However, the BFF Jesus of some 
of our modern worship songs sounds less like the righteous ruler of Revelation 
& more like Taylor Swift’s ex-boyfriend. He’s needy & clingy.  He’s a light & fun 
Jesus.  

§ Legalist Jesus-Legalist Jesus is a Jesus who baptizes our traditions & 
preferences as historical truth & custom.  This Jesus is attractive because he 
offers a simple list of rules to live by, allowing his followers to ignore the daily 
practice of confession, repentance & forgiveness & the Spirit’s sanctifying work 
& instead offers a checklist Christianity.   

§ Pillow-top Jesus-This is the Jesus that is concerned with our personal comfort 
& satisfaction.   



 

§ Dream Maker Jesus-Dream Maker Jesus is all about making 
your dreams come true 

§ Physician Jesus-Physician Jesus is related Pillow-top Jesus & 
Prosperity Jesus, because his sole aim is for you to be healthy 
& live a long life.   

 
 
The 4 Gospels  
 
 Matthew Mark Luke  John 
Author Jewish 

Christian 
former 

despised tax 
collector 

Jewish Christian 
cousin of 
Barnabas 

Gentile 
Christian 
doctor 

Jewish 
Christian and 

Jesus’ youngest 
disciple 

Primary 
Audience 

Jews Romans Gentiles Greeks 

Jesus’ 
Genealogy 

Jewish Messiah 
and King 

Faithful Servant Perfect man God 

Notable 
features 

Traced to 
Abraham and 

David, showing 
Jesus as the 
fulfillment of 

Old Testament 
prophecy 

No genealogy, 
since Jesus’ 

accomplishments 
and not his 

family are what is 
important 

Traced to 
Adam to show 
that Jesus was 

fully human 

Jesus as the 
eternal Word of 

God 

Notable 
Features 

Roughly 60% of 
the book is 

Jesus’ words 
from his 

teaching as a 
rabbit; about 

50 O.T. quotes 

Briefest gospel; 
few O.T. quotes; 
explains Jewish 

words and 
customs for non-

Jews, 150 
present tense 

verbs 
emphasizing 

Jesus actions; 35 
miracles, 40% of 
book is Jesus ‘ 

words 

Roughly 50% of 
the book is 

Jesus’ words, 
13 women 

mentioned that 
are omitted 
from other 

gospels; Jewish 
customs 

explained; a 
focus on Jesus’ 
early years and 
emotional life 

Roughly 90% is 
unique to John; 
no parables or 
exorcisms’ 7 

IAM statements 
of Jesus prove 

his is God. 

 
 



 

 
 
The I Am Statements in John 
 
John 6:51:"I AM the living bread which came down from heaven. If 

anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever;" 

John 8:23: And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I AM from above. You are of 

this world; I am not of this world. 

John 8:12: Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I AM the light of the world. He 

who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

John 10:9: "I AM the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in 

and out and find pasture." 

John 10:11: "I AM the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep. 

John 10:36: "do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 

'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'? 

John 11:25: Jesus said to her, "I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

John 14:6: Jesus said to him, "I AM the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through Me. 

John 15:1: "I AM the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

John 19:2: Therefore, the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The 

King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, "I AM the King of the Jews." 

 


