The 2018 Annual Haiti Task Force (HTF) Report
of the Mattituck Presbyterian Church (MPC)
This past year has had some great highs and some very sad low points. During 2018 two close and dear friends of
ours went to be with our Lord. Both Gary Kron and Isnel Angrand were active participants in our outreach to the
people of Haiti. Both of these men helped make our mission to Haiti what it is today. They are gone, but not
forgotten. Their “fingerprints” are all over the pages of MPC history in Haiti and they will be seen for years to come
in the pages not yet written. Over the last 26 years both of these men spent their lives doing things for others. Their
goal was to help people achieve a more meaningful and purpose-filled existence in God. That same goal is the
motivation behind the formation of the HTF and the “yardstick” that we use in designing programs and projects in
Haiti.
MPC. Each one is a great example of a program that has the power to change
lives. The first event took place in January of 2018. It was the dedication of
the church building in Betoti, Haiti. I am sure many people have read that two
groups from MPC attended this very significant service. This was not just a
time to mark the end of a construction project for MPC. We have watched God
work in the lives of so many people that helped bring about the church in
Betoti. At the dedication service, it was a time to praise God for what He had
done. It was a time when we prayed together to set that beautiful building apart
for the Lord’s purpose. It was dedicated to be a place for people to find God’s
way who have lost their way in life and a place where people can go and find
the type of peace we all seek after.
Betoti Dedication Service
It was dedicated to be a place where
people who thirst for the Word of
God would be welcomed, brought in and nurtured. This was a great day, a
day to be remembered in our hearts and prayers even today. For, in many
ways, the construction of the building was really the easy part. Now
comes the task of prayerfully spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ, in
word and deed, throughout the community and throughout the island of
La Gonave.

Betoti Dedication Service
A second event worth
highlighting happened on January 20th, 2019. I am including this in the
2018 annual report because what we experienced on that day was largely the
result of what was done in 2018. We have been partnering with the Church
of Nan Sema since 1995. For the last several years a group of people from a
village named Teseche have been walking an hour to worship in Nan Sema.
Recently the number of worshipers has grown to the point that they could
form their own church in Teseche. In 2018, they grouped together, got land,
and started building their own place to worship. On our most recent trip, we
Teseche Church Foundation
were able to attend a worship service in Teseche. We arrived to see about 50
people in various Sunday School groups by age. Since only the foundation
was complete, their place of worship was under a tree with some tarps
hung to give some protection from the sun, wind and weather. At the
conclusion of classes everyone gathered for the worship service. The
congregants were dressed up and eager to participate in praise and worship
and the opening of the Word. Praise God, for during the service we were
able to distribute Haitian Kreyol New Testament Bibles to about 50
people. It was such a
blessing to be a part of this
service and God’s family in
Teseche. We knew we
Distributing Haitian Kreyol Bibles
worshiped the same loving
God as our family and friends back in the US. After a couple of hours
we left Tesech knowing that the church was established and was
only lacking a permanent building. We expect to give a report next
year on how wonderful it was to worship in their new building.
Would you like to be present at this joyous event next January?
We’re beginning our preparations for the January 2020 trip. If you
are interested in joining the team, drop a note in the HTF mailbox
outside the main office or email me at email4tomc@gmail.com.
Tom Christianson, Chairman
Welcome from the Teseche Church

