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The First Work: Justification - New Birth into the Kingdom of God 

How do we enter the Kingdom?   

Jesus’ death on the Cross and our new birth, in this life.  

  

His Death:  

‘John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Here is the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world!”’ (John 1:29)  

‘And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 

do.”’ (Luke 23:34)  

‘And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying,  

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”’ (Matthew 27:46)  

‘When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and 

he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.’ (John 19:30)  

Sin: Rom 6:2, 11; Eph 2:5; Col 2:12-13; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 2:24-5   

Death: Heb 2:15; Re 20:14; Re 21:4  

The Devil: Mt 12:29; Lk 10:18; Jn 12:31; 16:11, Eph 4:8, Heb 2:14  

  

“We must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of 

us, and we are separated from him, all that he has suffered and done 

for the salvation of the human race remains useless and of no value to 

us… The Holy Spirit is the bond by which Christ effectually unites us 

to Himself.”” (John Calvin, Institutes, 3.I.1)  

  

Our New Birth:  

‘Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 

God unless they are born again…. no one can enter the kingdom of  

God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.”’ (John 3:3, 5)  

  

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” 

(Romans 6:3)  

  

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

(Romans 8:9)  

  

Therefore, I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the  

Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is  

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3)  

  

“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.” (1 Peter 

1:23)  

  

“He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we would be 

a kind of first fruits of His creation.” (James 1:18)  

  

“No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed 

remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been 

born of God.” (1 John 3:9)  
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The Second Work: Sanctification – Maturing in Christ and Yielding 

Fruit of the Spirit.  

  

To be born again is not the goal, but the beginning of life with Christ:  

The Holy Spirit raises us to new life (justification) and lives 

within each of us, helping us to grow into mature mothers and 

fathers in the Faith (sanctification). Sanctification is the 

process of being made “holy”.  

  

How radical this is - that God’s Spirit would dwell within us!  

Not something that every believer in Israel experienced. God’s 

Spirit only dwelled in particular people for particular purpose:  

  

Wisdom: Joshua filled with Spirit through Moses (Deut. 34:9)  

Leadership: Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 41:38-9)  

A Particular Task: Bezalel to help build the Ark (Exodus 31:1)  

  

The prophets pointed to a day when God’s Spirit would dwell 

within the hearts of every believer:  

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 

from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will 

put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be 

careful to keep my laws.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27; see also Jeremiah 

31:3134)  

  

  

  

Justification and Sanctification: The Holy Spirit Within   

  ‘He breathed on them and said to them: “Receive the Holy  

Spirit.” (John 20:22)  

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not 

your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 

bodies.” (1 Corinthians 6:17; see also 1 Corinthians 2:12; Romans 

8:15) – Every believer! Not just some.  

3 important parts of this process – sanctification:  

Old self must die: “For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a  

resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 

done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – 

because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.”  

(Romans 6:6-7; see also Romans 8:13 Colossians 3:5-11)  

  

New self must grow: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 

law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the 

Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become 

conceited, provoking and envying each other.” (Galatians 

5:22-26; see also, 1 Peter 1:16-21, 1 John 3:3; 2  

Corinthians 7:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; Hebrews 12:14)  

  

The process is only complete in the Resurrection – no 

perfection, now: “… he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

(Philippians 1:6; see also, Romans 7:14-8:1; 2 Corinthians  

3:17-18)  



The Third Work: Empowerment – To Receive the Power and Gifts of 

the Spirit in Order to Be Christ’s Witnesses.  

Last week we looked at what it meant to have the Holy Spirit 

within us (sanctification – to become more holy by growing in the fruit 

of the Spirit, Galatians 5) – this week, we want to know what it means 

for the Holy Spirit to work upon us in empowerment.  

Luke 24:46-49: Jesus sends the promise of the Father upon us 

– “clothed with power from on high”.  

Acts 1:4-5: Wait for the Father’s promise – be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit (these are people who already believe, who 

receive the baptism of the Holy spirit; See Eph 5:18-20)  

Acts 1:8: When Holy Spirit works upon us, we receive power 

to be Christ’s witnesses.  

  

     R.A. Torrey:  

  “The baptism with the Holy Spirit is a definite experience of 

which one may and ought to know whether he has received it or 

not … In regeneration (being born again) there is an impartation of 

life, and the one who receives it is saved; in the baptism with the Holy 

Spirit there is an impartation of power and the one who receives it is 

fitted for service…. “Baptized with the Holy Spirit”, “Filled with the 

Holy Spirit”, “The Holy Spirit fell on them”, “The gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out”, “Receive the Holy Spirit”, “I send the promise 

of the Father upon you”, “clothed with power from on high”, are used 

in the New Testament to describe one and the same experience.” 

[What the Bible Teaches About the Holy Spirit (New York: Revell, 

1898), 270-71)]  

  

  

What does it look like when we experience the work of the 

Holy Spirit upon us: “The presence of the Holy Spirit is constant, but 

the expression of the power is episodic.” (Long and McMurray, 

Receiving the Power, 84)  

Praise: Acts 10:44-46 – Holy Spirit poured out on Gentiles, after 

hearing the Word preached, and they are full of praise.  

Deacons: Acts 6:3 – Pick seven people of good repute, filled with the 

Sprit.  

Prophecy: Luke 1:67 – Zechariah filled with Spirit, prophesies (See 

also Acts 19:6, 1 Cor. 12:10; 14:29-33)  

Healing: Acts 9:18-18; 20 – Ananias heals Saul (Paul) (See 1 Cor. 

12:16)  

“Speaking in Tongues”: Mark 16:17 – Jesus promises that speaking in 

tongues is one of the signs that will accompany ministry in his name. 

(See also: Acts 2:4; 10:46; 19:6; 1 Cor. 12:10, 28, 30; 13:1; 14:2, 4)   

1. An angelic language of praise that people can speak/sing, in 

response to the Spirit’s presence.  

2. The ability to understand one another even though we do not 

speak the same language – a miracle testifying of our unity in 

Christ. (Acts 2:1-13)  

3. A word of encouragement that must be accompanied by someone 

who has the gift of interpretation.  

Words of Knowledge/Wisdom: A word or image supernaturally 

revealed and appropriate to someone’s condition (1 Cor. 12:8)  

Discernment: Who/what is really at work in someone who is suffering 

under the weight of sin, death, and the devil. (1 Cor. 12:10; 1 John 4:1) 

Deliverance: Acts 16:16-18 – Paul exorcises the possessed girl  

Martyrdom: Acts 7:55 – Stephen full of the Spirit is stoned to death  

Faith: 1 Cor. 12:8-10 – The gift of “faith to move mountains” for an  

extraordinary work in mission (e.g. starting a new church; serving in a 

difficult mission field, etc.)        … AND MORE!  
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The Fourth Work: Koinonia (“Fellowship”) – To Build and Extend 

Fellowship/Community Among Members of Family of God  

     So far, we have looked at 3 works of the Holy Spirit: raises us to 

new life (born again); the Holy Spirit within us (sanctification); the 

Holy Spirit working upon us (empowerment and gifts).   

     In our final week, we will look at how the Holy Spirit creates and 

grows the Body of Christ.  

     “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship (koinonia), to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. All the believers were together 

and had everything in common. They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47)  

     The first 3 works of the Holy Spirit have Koinonia as their context 

and result: We are born again through the agency of the Spirit in the 

Church; we grow in Christlikeness, as members of his Body; and we 

receive gifts through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, in the church:  

“He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 

peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 

access to the Father by one Spirit.  

     Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, 

but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 

household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the 

whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 

temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built  

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 

Spirit. (Ephesians 2:17-22)  

  

“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 

also may have fellowship (koinonia) with us. And our 

fellowship (koinonia) is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 

Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:3-4)  

  

  

     This Fellowship is also called the “church”, and one of the 

strongest statements in the New Testament compares fellowship with 

marriage:  

  

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her.” (Ephesians 5:25)  

  

     Koinonia can also mean to “share” or “contribute”:  

  

“They will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of  

your contribution (koinonia) for them and for all others.” (2 Cor 9:13)  

  

“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 

share (koinonia) his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” 

(Phil 3:10).  

    

     Last, and perhaps most important of all:  

  

  The existence of the Gospels and Letters of the New  

Testament: i.e. written by those with apostolic authority: a charge 

given by Jesus Christ himself, and then passed on through the laying 

on of hands. That it: The New Testament is written for the assembled 

church.  

  

"For those to whom [God] is Father the church may also be 

Mother… Our weakness does not allow us to be dismissed from her 

school until we have been pupils all our lives…. Furthermore, away 

from her bosom one cannot hope for any forgiveness of sins or any 

salvation." (John Calvin, Institutes, 4.I.1)  
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