February Update!
The past couple of months have been very busy! We began
December at Oak Hill Christian School, a small elementary school
near Worcester. In mid-December, we journeyed to Berkshire
Christian School in Lenox, MA, a region which ranks as the secondleast evangelical metro area in the entire United States! BCS is a
very small K-12 school and yet is the only Christian school in that
part of Massachusetts. In a region with 30,000 school age children,
fewer than 40 are
receiving a Christian
school education.
Between our weeks at
Oak Hill and Berkshire we
spent a day at United
Christian Academy in
Newport, VT, very close
to the Canadian border.
It was Coastlands’ first
school visit in Vermont
Game time! Making the most of a
since May 2005! We had a
snow day by having students over.
great day and hope to
return there for a full week next year. That region of Vermont,
known as the Northeast Kingdom, is as spiritually barren as the
Berkshires of Massachusetts, and Vermont is ranked the least
Christian state in the entire United States. We consider it a great
privilege to come alongside and support/encourage the staff and
students in schools like these, and we in turn are refreshed by the
joy they have in living and serving in such difficult areas.

Using a baseball
heart guard in
chapel as an
object lesson for
Proverbs 4:23

I was blessed to spend the holiday break
visiting my parents, sister, and brother-in-law
in Florida. January then began with our
annual trip to Manhattan Christian
Academy, an always-fun-but-exhausting
week!  Our team of 14 blended extremely
well, even though most of the team didn’t
know each other before Sunday night. In
addition to having several college students,
the team had a few people who made the
sacrifice of taking a week off from work to
come, which greatly encouraged us.

New Team Member!
Coastlands has some exciting team
news! Jake fletcher, an 18-yearold young man who I met when he
was in 7th grade, came with our
team for a week of ministry in
November, December, and
January. After his third week, he
decided to join us full-time! He is
an answer to prayer. In addition
to being very musically-gifted, he
also works well with all age
groups. We’re very excited to
have him on the team! 

Middle School Q&A
What should you do if your
parents get separated?
What can I do to stop feeling
lonely?
How do I deal with a crush?
How would you deal with a bratty
sister?
How can I forget about my dead
father?

What Others
Say…
“THANK YOU for the
amazing impact you made
on the staff and students’
lives while you were here!
You truly did ‘bring Jesus to
the building’ – just as the
other schools said you
would!” – Principal of CVCS,
who checked our
references before having us
come
“I wanted to thank you for
committing your day to
ministering to our entire
school. Your approach to
bringing the Gospel to our
students in a relevant and
fresh way was fantastic,
and all three of you… I could
not get over how well you
connected with our
students in just one day.” –
Staff Member at UCA
“I just bought a new Bible.
Finally had to retire the one
you got me back in 7th or 8th
grade. It served me well,
but getting to the end of its
life haha. Thank you!” –
College Student
“Hi Matt, just wanted to say
thank you for questioning
(our son) on questionable
stuff that pops up (on his
Covenant Eyes report).
Can't tell you how grateful
we are.” - Parent

We then traveled from inner-city
New York to Champlain Valley
Christian School in rural
Vermont. In the mornings we
looked out our host home’s
windows toward the Green
Mountains, and in the afternoons
at recess we had an incredible
view of the Adirondacks. One of
the days after school we walked
down to Lake Champlain, and
another day we toured our host
family’s 1500-cow dairy farm.
Coastlands certainly provides
ministry opportunities in a
variety of settings and cultures –
from big city to farm country!
CVCS was a new school for us,
yet we all felt like we had been
going there for YEARS. We hope
to return there next year as well!
January concluded with an
elementary spiritual emphasis
week at Upton Lake Christian
School, which is a half hour north
of Poughkeepsie, NY. We
originally weren’t scheduled to do
an elementary week there this
year, but we were so thankful that
an opportunity opened up to be
able to go. Finally, last week we
returned to Mount Hope Christian
School, near Boston, for our
second week there this year. The
students’ excitement is always a
blessing!
“Off” weeks
during this time
of year involve
going to a lot of
basketball and
hockey games!

Is it worth it?

Our team often pours
hours into responding to
students’ confidential
journals. Is it worth it?
When a 25-year-old
shows you the journal
you wrote to him 12
years ago, in January
2005 during a very
difficult time in his life,
the answer is
overwhelmingly YES!

Jake and Caroline doing
some late-night
journaling at MCA

Funny, Yet Serious!

We’re always blessed when alumni, like Deborah (center), hear
that we’re in town and stop by to visit!

Getting students ready to
act out “What’s Wrong
with This Picture?”

Uno (above) and
math review (below)
before school

I love that sledding (in dress
pants) is part of my JOB! 

“Mr. Huffman, thank you for
encouraging us in all you did…. All
of the chapels that you did with us
were FUNNY, but still were
SERIOUS.” “Mr. Huffman, I loved
your chapels you did with the
older kids. I understand the Bible
and its stories better because of
you…. I liked when your chapels
were FUNNY but also had enough
SERIOUSNESS to them. Thank you
also for playing with me at recess.
I enjoyed it very much!” “I
enjoyed getting to know your
group. You were FUNNY,
encouraging, and SERIOUS. You
made it easy and fun to learn
about God. I thought you were
easy to talk to.” As a team, we
want to be FUN without losing the
SERIOUSNESS of what we’re there
for, so these comments from 5th
and 6th graders were very
encouraging. It also demonstrates
that students don’t just want to
have fun – they desire something
substantive as well. We try to
maintain a healthy balance!

Coastlandians vs. middle school guys

Cap’n Crunch
“Oops! All
Berries” object
lesson

Funky sock Friday,
started by Cassie
this year

Adrienne making the most
of after-school time with
middle school girls

