
 
 

 

 

              

                                                                           January 2023 
Dear Praying Friends and Family,                      

Greetings from the snow-covered winter wonderland of 
Hokkaido.  I trust you all had a blessed holiday season and are 
excited about the new year. Winter came early for us this year 
and it has been snowing steadily since late November.  The 
Lord has given much safety while travelling through the ice and 
snow, for which we are grateful.  We had one incident where 
we hit a patch of black ice and ended up crossing into 
oncoming traffic onto the opposite sidewalk.  We came to a 

stop with no damage to anyone or anything: truly a miracle. Thank you for your prayers for us!  The following day we received a 
special Christmas gift from a dear supporting church in Ohio that allowed us to put a new set of winter tires on the van.  What a 
difference they make! The Lord knew ahead of time that they were needed, and He used you all to meet the need when it arose.  
It’s always humbling to know that we have so many around the world that show their love for us and keep us in their prayers.  
Your notes, cards, emails, phone calls, gifts, Christmas blessings, prayers, and support all mean the world to us here in Japan.  
May the Lord bless you as you serve Him where you are! 

Miracles  

Shellee and I celebrated 24 years of marriage in December.  I am the most 
blessed man in the world.  I have a wife who loves the Lord, loves me, 
supports my hairbrained ideas, is a great mom to 12 children, and is the 
best friend I could ever have. If that’s not a miracle, I don’t know what is! 
Thanks for going on this crazy adventure with me 私の小さな亀。 

In 2020, as you probably recall, I had a pretty nasty run in with Covid.  
When I left the hospital, I could barely walk, and I could not handle a lot 
of noise or chaos mentally (a rough place to be with a family of fourteen!) 
and would be in exhausted for days on end.  I have virtually no memory of the months of furlough leading up to that time.  Since 
then, I have battled what has been termed “Long Covid,” having what I term as “flareups” several times a week.  The flareups 
would mimic what I experienced in the hospital – muscle weakness especially in my legs, sudden exhaustion, and brain fog.  
Since not much is known about the long-term effects of Covid or Long Covid in general, the doctors I talked to could help little.  
Coming back to Japan, I tried a couple of different prescribed herbal medicines that lessened the effects of the flareups 
considerably. At first the flareups reduced in frequency to a couple of times per month, but then gradually increased again to 
several times a week. The medicines still helped the symptoms, but the brain fog and sudden fatigue made ministry work almost 
an impossibility.  I even began questioning whether I would be able to continue working here in Japan.   

In October, our home church held revival meetings.  The Sunday before the meetings, our pastor asked the church to commit to 
a time of prayer and fasting.  The following day as I was praying for the meetings, I also prayed for the Lord to meet the various 
needs of our children, for the doors to be opened for us to begin in Kushiro, and for the container of Bible portions to be able to 
be shipped soon.  As I finished praying, I asked the Lord as an afterthought, “Oh yes, would you do something about this Long 
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Covid.”  The next morning when I awoke, I had a renewed strength that I had not felt in a couple of years.  The muscle weakness 
was gone, the brain fog had dissipated, and the tiredness after doing simple tasks was gone!  I knew that the Lord had done 
something miraculous.  I stopped taking the medicines that day, and from that time until now, I have experienced none of the 
symptoms that had plagued me for almost two years.  I am thankful to my Heavenly Father for His healing, for my sweet wife 
and family for being my arms and my legs and my mind when I could not function on my own, and 
for those of you who faithfully prayed for this situation.  The Lord has answered all of your prayers 
in this matter! 

In November I made an unexpected but necessary trip to Texas for a couple of weeks.  Along 
with being able to attend to some ministry and personal matters, it was a blessing to spend 
Thanksgiving with Malachi, Josiah, and Nathanael, as well as the rest of my family in Lubbock.  It 
was great to visit our home church as well.  The trip was very profitable, my heart rejoiced to be 
able to hug my older boys, and the Lord gave safety coming and going.  

In Japan the church hosted a Thanksgiving pie celebration and service.  We 
then had special services, activities, and get-togethers throughout the month 
of December and into the New Year.  We had some first-timers, some haven’t-
seen-in-a-long-timers, and some regulars that came to these events.  We had a 
lot of fun, a lot of fellowship, and great opportunities to share the Gospel with 
many.  Please continue to pray for these planted seeds to take root.  

Miracles in Waiting 

Due to my trip to the States, I postponed our trip to Kushiro until last week.  We passed out 1200 John and Romans during that 
time, leaving us with just a couple of boxes left from the original batch.  We were also scheduled to look at a house to rent that 
had been listed but was only available to look at last week.  We made sure to get a showing as soon as it became available.  An 
hour into the seven-hour trip, I received a text that said the house had been rented sight unseen by someone else.  We looked at 
a smaller house that became available during our time there, but our vehicle would not fit in the parking space (a necessity as 
you cannot park on the streets for any length of time) and was 
rented by someone else as we were looking for a rental parking 
space nearby. I was discouraged but reminded that the Lord is in 
control of all of this.  I have clung to Him and His timing all along 
the way, and I will do the same now.  All the same, we covet 

your effectual and fervent prayers for 
the Lord to open the right door at the 
right time and in the right place.  
Please also pray for these folks who 
received the John and Romans.  Many 
are seeing the Gospel for the very first time.  

We are slogging through the shipping world as we are struggling to find a way to get the Bible 
portions here without paying customs fees.  I have been chased from one department to the next and 
one company after another.  I did receive an encouraging email (the first in a long time) this morning 
from one company.  Please pray for the doors to open for this.  Chasing leads within two countries 

through the holidays, has made this a long and laborious process.  
Thank you to those that have sent funds in for the shipping 
already.  For those who have asked about the total cost, I will let 
you know as soon as I do. 

By His Grace Alone,   

Duane for the Wilhite Family 
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