
  
 

 

 

              

Dear Praying Friends and Family,        August 2022 

Greetings once again from Northern Japan.  The Summer is 
ebbing into Fall and the fields are beginning to be harvested.  
The changing colors of the rice have turned the fields of green 
into fields of gold, and the farming community around is abuzz 
with busyness as they bring in their crops.  Some of the folks 
we are working with will disappear until after the harvest, as 
they will be busy day and night on the farms.  It is a good 
reminder that we need to stay busy as it seems the time of 
harvesting on earth is also drawing to a close. 

The Good News 

The Lifeline New Testament is ready to print!  We are excited to announce that the entire New Testament in Japanese is in 
queue to print at Bearing Precious Seed in Milford Ohio.  The Printing should be done in the next couple of weeks and then the 
collating and covering should be finished in October sometime. We are grateful for all that have worked to bring this to pass.  
We are excited to finally have a faithful text that we can give freely to the Japanese.    We are looking at the best shipping 
options and are hoping to have the first batch land in Japan before the end of the year.  Thank you all for your prayers and 
investment in this project.  BPS will keep a batch there in the US for any who may want a copy to give to the Japanese you 
minister to there.  I’ll pass on those details once they become available. 

Kushiro 

While I am writing we are still living in Nayoro.  As usual, the Lord’s timing and mine seldom align, and as usual, I know that His 
timing is perfect and mine is not.  The issue is still one of housing.  I continue to look online while others are keeping an eye out 
in Kushiro, but I am resigned to wait for the Lord to open the door.  His calling is undoubtable.  The need in Kushiro is great and 
undiminished, and I know that the Lord has a perfect plan.  We continue to make trips down to Kushiro and anticipate another 
one in the next week or so.  We will take a batch of John and Romans that we have and a Gospel presentation to canvas a new 
neighborhood.  So, as you continue to pray for us, please pray for an open door: first in the hearts of the Japanese in Kushiro, 
and also for housing for our family. 

Toiling in the Harvest Fields 

While we remain in Nayoro, we still reach out to families around us.  I have heard more than 
once “I hope you don’t find a house in Kushiro so that you have to stay here.” While we 
have many friends here, and while we still try to preach unto them Jesus, I am vividly aware 
of their continued rejection of the Gospel message.  Some want to add Jesus to their false 
gods and “worship” both as a good luck charm.  Others want nothing to do with “religion” 
altogether.  Others still enjoy the benefits of the work that Christ has done in our lives and 
the lives of the other missionaries and Christians around us, but they then deem it too big of 
a sacrifice to follow Christ themselves.   The harsh reality is that there is eternal judgement 
awaiting them.  Our hearts break for them as we love them dearly.  Our prayers for them 

The Wilhite FamilyIndependent Baptist Missionaries to the Japanese 

 
Sent by Bethany  Baptist Church  



are constant, and while waiting to move south, we look for continued opportunities to minister and to extend yet one more 
invitation to come Christ. 

We had an abbreviated VBS this year as Japan is one of the last countries to begin 
the process of moving past the Covid fear and insanity that has gripped the 
World.  Around the time of VBS, Covid cases were surging in Japan and people 
were hesitant to go out and about again.  We used two days over one weekend 
and ended up with 14 Japanese coming during that time.  We are grateful for the 
opportunity to minister in these lives and pray for their salvation. Please pray for 
the seeds that were planted during this time. 

Long Covid 

When we first arrived back in Japan, I was having weekly flare ups of the symptoms I experienced when I had Covid at the end of 
2020.  My legs and exhaustion level both feel like I did a full workout on “leg day” at the gym (without any of the benefits), my 
concentration and focus ability match that of a three-year-old at the circus, and my memory becomes an 8kb hard drive.  This 
certainly has hampered my ability to function as these attacks would last anywhere from a day to a week.  I was given a kanpo 
treatment (Chinese traditional medicine – ironically) by an endocrinologist here that I was allergic to and had to discontinue.  I 
was then put on a different kanpo that has actually helped tremendously.  I have been on these meds for six weeks and have 
had only 3 attacks.  The attacks have been shorter and less severe when they have come, for which I am extremely grateful.  
Thank you for praying!  I am most appreciative.  Please continue! 

Malachi, Josiah, and Nathanael are still adjusting to life as a third culture kids in the USA but are doing wonderfully well.  Malachi 
is working for a commercial fire alarm installation company and Josiah has started selling insurance products for Family Heritage 
division of Globe Life. (Somehow my contact list was merged onto his phone – so if you get a phone call from an insurance 
salesman . . . . feel free to give him all of the grief that you want. ���� ) Nathanael spent the summer interning at our home 
church in Lubbock, so he was able to be close by the other two.  He is now back at Bible College in Indiana starting his 
sophomore year. We are proud of the young men that they are, and we still appreciate your prayers for them.  They are all 
terribly homesick and we miss them as well. 

Thank you again for all that you do for us.  Your sacrifices allow us to continue here, and your prayers empower us to fight on 
the front lines in this spiritual battle.  We pray for you as you do for us and are grateful to represent you here in Japan.  May the 
Lord continue to bless you as you serve Him in your part of the World. 

.   

By His Grace Alone,  

Duane for the Wilhites  
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