
 

     
    January 31, 2023 

 
Dear Pastor and Church,     

 We finally were able to return to Argentina on January 11 after changing our tickets two times.  

Originally, we were supposed to come back on November 29th, but the complications from the surgery on 

my leg forced us to delay the return until December 31st.  Well, God has a purpose for everything and it 

turned out that my mother died on December 6th.  We are thankful to the Lord that we were still in that States 

when she passed away and even allowed us to spend some good time with her before she passed away.  My 

mother loved the Lord and had served Him for many years in the bus ministry with my father.  They were a 

great team as they served the Lord together.  Now they’re together again up in heaven. 

 It feels really good to be back here in Argentina.  The church did very well while we were gone and 

is still doing good.  The attendance is up from where it was when we left and the congregation followed 

Nicolas as he preached and ministered to them.   

 We had our family camp last week near the city of Gaiman, which is about four hours northeast of 

Comodoro Rivadavia where we live.  Pastor Carlos Cejas from Mendoza did most of the preaching and 

challenged each of us to serve the Lord faithfully and to be the leaders that we ought to be in our homes.  

Yesterday during the morning church service several people gave testimonies as to how the Lord spoke to 

them during the preaching at camp and how they wanted to apply the biblical truths that they learned to their 

lives.  Camp is a lot of work, but it is worth it because we always see good fruit from it. 

 Thank you for your faithfulness to pray for us and to send your support to us so faithfully.  We 

appreciate all that you do and have done for us as one of your missionary families. 

  

 

            Your missionaries, 

 

            Joe & Janice Merlo 

        


