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Dear Pastor and Friends, 

 

Due to the quarantines in the Philippines we were unable to do any work so in June we 

came on home. It took four tries to get a flight out of Manila but we finally got here. On July 4th I 

started coughing and had a very high fever for two nights. After that the fever was lower but 

persistent. Turned out I was positive for the COVID-19 virus. My fever lasted ten more days and 

the cough for another month, but I have recovered. Lhey, Jonathan and Ethan all came down 

with it as well, but not as severe as mine and we are all well again. 

In the Philippines they lifted the quarantine in our area and our workers were able to go 

back up to the Aeta village to continue work on the church building. But only two weeks later 

the quarantine was reinstated. Our worker, Josephine, who has been handling the finances, and 

one of our church members, Marilyn, negotiated with the tribal council and they agreed to allow 

the workers to stay and finish the building as long as they remained in the village until the work 

was done. They were glad to be employed and agreed and the building is now completed with 

roof, gutters, window bars and doors. All that is left are the windows and benches.                                         

   
Our return to the Philippines is on hold depending on when the quarantines are lifted and 

the economy opened up. They are also not allowing Filipino ex-pats to return on U.S. passports. 

Lhey has dual citizenship but not a Philippine passport, so we will have to acquire that before we 

can go back. Please pray for our return, that the Aeta folks will remain faithful in our absence, 

and that we will be able to find or train a Filipino pastor to look after the work when we are 

gone. 

Thanks for your prayers and support. 

      Lance Patterson 


